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The main work will centre on sections 6, 7, and 8. The intention is to complete the draft by end 2013 
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1 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES  
 

 Protect and develop to maximum potential the wild and self- 
sustaining fish populations that can be provided by all Eden habitats 
in good ecological condition 
 

 Manage fishing and its activities together with other defined 
objectives to achieve this overriding plan 

 
(Express objectives in a way that all partners and stakeholders 
particularly anglers and fishery owners can understand and commit 
to). 

 
 
2 DESCRIPTION OF CATCHMENT 
 
The river Eden is the only major river system in England and Wales to flow north, 
having its source at 675m on Mallerstang Common it descends 145km into the 
Solway basin north of Carlisle. The Eden encompasses a myriad of smaller 
tributaries, from the becks and gills of North Yorkshire and the Pennines leading to 
the notable downstream tributaries of Hoff, Lyvennet, and rivers Eamont/Lowther, 
Petteril, Irthing and Caldew. s 
 
Natural small spring tarns sprinkle the upland moors but it is Ullswater lake and 
Haweswater reservoir which attract the highest rainfall and provide an important 
water resource to the Lancashire conurbations. 
 
Agriculture and tourism are interlinked and afford the main occupation to this rural 
economy. The contribution of tourism is (?)  four times that of agriculture. 
 
The catchment extends 2300 km² spanning the volcanic carboniferous limestone and 
grit fells of the North Pennines to the east, Mallerstang and Crosby Ravensworth to 
the south and the Lake District and Caldbeck fells to the West. 
 
In the centre ground of the middle and lower Eden lie glacial deposits underlain by 
sandstones and marls. Concentrated in the northern lower reaches are scattered 
boulder clay deposits and more recently accumulations of alluvial river sediments.     
It is through the random laying down and constant scouring of these earlier deposits 
and bedrock that the course of the river has been shaped. 
 
This array of geological formations gives rise to a wide diversity of ecological 
conditions and habitats supporting significant populations of white clawed crayfish, 
bullhead, 3 species of lamprey, atlantic salmon, otter and water crowfoot. The rivers 
shingles and sandbanks are noted for their invertebrate and the river margins for 
significant wintering wildfowl and breeding populations of birds notably nesting sand 
martins. 
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The variations in the physical and chemical character of the Eden result in an 
unusual mix of aquatic flora, with 183 plant species recorded, the highest of all the 
rivers in Britain. The aquatic flora includes uncommon species and those at the 
geographical limit of their British distribution. 
 
Extensive areas of the catchment have national designations, the National Parks of 
the Lakes District and Yorkshire Dales, Areas of Outstanding Beauty of the Solway 
and North Pennines, and the Hadrian`s Wall World Heritage status. Most important 
are the designation of the river Eden and many of its tributaries as a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Both these place 
a broad responsibility on all of us to reverse the recent decline of this diverse habitat 
and the special species it attracts. Land based organisations have worked and 
targeted themselves with returning 95% of this area to favourable condition by 2010 
but even today the EA report that over half of its water courses in this catchment do 
not meet good ecological condition. (?) 
 
The catchment is predominately grassland with relatively few extensive areas of 
woodland. The upland areas of traditional moorland give way to rough unmanaged 
grassland where extensive farming of sheep has been the principle farming practise. 
Numbers of sheep have been heavily restricted in the past 20 years, through 
conservation measures to protect heather and moorland habitat and questionably 
this form of extensive farming is heavily reliant on support payments.  
 
The drive to produce more food following the second world war saw farmers 
encouraged to drain more land, diminishing natural bog and wetland areas and 
resulting in more rapid run off after periods of high rainfall and lower flows in dry 
periods. Climate change and its associated extreme weather patterns may 
exaggerate these spate river features.. 
 
The middle and lower reaches of the catchment support more intensive farming 
methods of dairy, mainly beef and sheep production. But here also significant 
changes are taking place and the familiar patchwork of smaller traditional mixed 
dairy/beef/sheep farms that was commonplace in the mid to late 20th century  are 
being outstripped by larger single livestock enterprises, employing fewer staff, and 
with higher inputs on the land. More of these units now house their livestock inside 
all year and grass and other fodder crops are harvested and stored rather than 
livestock put out to grass. The Eden valley is and will continue to be a major player in 
the UK for its dairy and livestock outputs.    
 
Through the lowland areas there are more extended belts of arable cropland, turning 
eventually to wetland, mires and salt marshland at the estuary margins.   The 
catchment remains relatively unaffected by heavy industry, though mining activities 
in the upland areas for lead, ores and production of lime persisted through the 19th 
and into the 20th century. Today this is now largely replaced by the quarrying of 
granite and stone around Shap/Brough and excavations of gypsum at Kirkby Thore, 
sand and gravel around Carlisle and peat operations which are scheduled to close in 
the near future near Longtown. 
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The main settlements of the area are Kirkby Stephen, Appleby, Penrith and 
Brampton and to the north the only major city and conurbation of Carlisle. Like these 
the major road and rail routes of the M6 corridor and West Coast mainline follow the 
north south axis. 
 
The Water Framework Directive identifies the main problems affecting water quality: 
 

Pollution attributable to ammonia and phosphate enrichment through outdated 
under capacity domestic sewage facilities, run off and diffuse pollution from 
use of agri fertilizers, manure(slurry) and pesticides.  
 
Intensive farming practices of over grazing river margins, accelerating bank 
erosion and altering channel profiles leading to excessive siltation and 
declining plant, insect and fish. 
 
Flood prevention, drainage, abstraction and obstructions which alter the river 
and its catchments ability to naturally regulate and maintain river levels as 
climatic events become more severe. 
 
The emergence of non-native plants and animals. 

 
All these underlying factors threaten what were extensive and common place bio 
diverse habitats making them smaller, more isolated and less resilient.  The projects 
and activities set out in section 4 of this plan seek to address these issues. 
 
 
3 DESCRIPTION OF FISH AND FISHERIES 
 
Salmon 
The Eden is best known as a salmon river. Through the 20th century its reputation 
grew as a spring fish river with large spring fish averaging 15lb dominating. Following 
UDN disease in the mid-60s and a general trend towards autumn running salmon, 
Eden catches mainly comprised grilse and autumn fish of a lower average weight of 
c 7lb. The following graph shows these trends over the last 70 years.  
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Various efforts have been made to increase runs by artificial stocking. The most 
recent was to supplement Lowther stocks in mitigation for Haweswater (need details 
of this). The official status of Eden salmon stocks is   ?                   and (set out 
current conservation “measures”). 
 
In 19 ?  the EA carried out a radio tracking exercise with  ?    salmon caught before 
15th  June. This confirmed that most early running fish return to the Eamont and 
Lowther (check report for any other headlines). 
 
Historically the Solway and the Eden has been extensively netted (few lines on main 
netting reductions buy outs. 
 
The only remaining netting is (set out description of English and Scottish Haaf nets, 
current catches and regulations) 
 
We are awaiting from the EA the analysis of genetic materials from net caught 
salmon which will identify the proportion of net caught fish which originate from the 
Eden. 
 
The only remaining non rod fishery is the coops at Corby which catches are 
estimated - ?  salmon per years. (set out briefly regulation)  
 
Little is known about what happens at sea other than that multi-sea winter salmon go 
as far as Greenland and grilse to the sea round Iceland. (netting reductions and 
SALSEA) 
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Trout 
Trout are widely distributed in the main river, the tributaries and still waters. Their 
different habitat and genetics determine their size, form, colouration and markings. 
Wild Eden brown trout are much sought after and perhaps more angling rod hours 
are spent in their pursuit than any other species. Much good quality fishing is 
available to local and visiting anglers at modest cost. Catch numbers are usually 
restricted to two or four fish but catch and release is becoming increasingly prevalent  
 
Stocking has been significantly reduced mainly on account of the view that wild self-
sustaining populations supported by good habitats are the way forward. The EA trout 
and grayling strategy – set out what this means for Eden. 
 
Currently very little stocking now takes place. 
 
There are no general records or data regarding trout catches (but some individuals 
and clubs may have some info) 
 
Anecdotally trout numbers are considerably lower than 30 – 40 years ago, when 
decent baskets of 3 to the lb trout were readily catchable. Currently there appear to 
be fewer but larger trout.  Adult trout stocks (and invertebrates) seem to have 
improved markedly over the last two years. 
 
 
Sea Trout 
Sea trout are mainly fished for on Eden’s lower reaches and eastern tributaries of the 
Irthing and Lyne.  The annual catch is  ?  Angling levels are low and usually confined 
to suitable water conditions in the summer period. Sea trout are known to derive 
from the same genetic pool as our brown trout but little is understood about what 
triggers their migratory movements to the sea.  
 
 
Grayling 
Grayling are one of the more recent additions to Eden’s river fish species.   Records 
of stocking go back to 1883 at Musgrave and continue right up to the present with 
the EA introducing fish to the Upper Eden after the pollution and fish kill of 1993. 
They are distributed over much of the catchment, favouring clean flowing gravelly 
sections of the river. The Eden now has some of the finest grayling fishing in the UK, 
providing fishing opportunities for anglers during the salmon and trout close season. 
 
 
Dace and Chub 
During the 1950-70s the Eden offered excellent dace and chub fishing and anglers 
travelled long distances for matches with several hundred present pegged out on the 
lower Eden near Carlisle. Large shoals of dace were seen and congregating in the 
lower Caldew, Petteril and Brunstock Beck, prior to spawning.  A noticeable decline 
was observed from the mid 80s onwards, and few are caught today. This decline 
coincided with a decline in roach on the Tweed and dace on the Tyne. The reasons 
for this decline are not understood. Probable causes are the extensive dredging, 
draining and reconstruction operations that took place in this period around Carlisle 
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for the purposes of flood alleviation and linking of road and rail networks. Also the  
netting of fish to stock elsewhere together with more recent extreme flood events, 
lack of refuges, reduction in  ranunculus,  improvement in water quality and normal 
cyclical fish fluctuations.  Chub were distributed more widely than dace and seen 
right up into the upper Eden and its tributaries but interesting not in the cooler clearer 
waters of the Eamont. But here again we have seen a noticeable decline in numbers 
with fewer but larger specimens present. 
 
 
Pike and Perch 
Some big specimens of both species have been caught and recorded on the Eden 
But they are now rare and not a target species for anglers, with the exception of 
perch in Ullswater and Haweswater. 
 
Schelly  ? Ullswater / Haweswater. 
 
Eels (and elvers), lamprey (sea and brook), bullhead, roach, minnows and 
sticklebacks are common in the Eden system. They are not target species for 
anglers and not therefore  included in the plan. (?) to include eels, lamprey and 
bullhead because of funding possibilities via SAC status – leave to ERT? 
 
 
4 PROJECTS  FUNDAMENTAL TO IMPROVING THE FISHERY 

Relationship between the Eden Fishery Plan and Eden Rivers Trust. 
The Eden Fishery Plan will support the  and add value to a number of other 
important projects being delivered by Eden Rivers Trust including the Water 
Framework Directive Catchment Plan to be launched in December 2012. 
A brief description of ERT’s major projects is included in Schedule One. 
 
 
5 PARTNERS 
The main partners will be EA, NE, ERT and REDFA. 
 
EA will (Finance) 
  (Management – eg electro fishing) 

(Regulation) 
(Enforcement) 

 
ERT’s main role will be to improve habitat, water quality and biodiversity in the 
catchment through the projects and activities set out in section 4. 
 
REDFA will work with ERT to secure the financial support from angling interests 
towards ERT’s monitoring and habitat improvement work. The objective is to raise £ 
?  per annum in the first three years of the Eden Fishery Plan.  
 
REDFA will also: 
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 lead (and lobby) in relation to certain areas such as fish eating 

birds, hydro and access, liaising with the Angling Trust and its North 

West Forum to achieve national and regional representation. 

 provide data, in particular catch returns,  to inform fishery plans 

 encouraging  volunteers to help the Trust with electro fishing and 
project work 

 manage and extend AMI (invertebrate monitoring) across the 
catchment to provide data on water quality.   

 Encouraging fishery interests to manage  bailiffing/river watch 
arrangements in a co-ordinated way 
 

It is hoped other partners will over time contribute to Eden Fishery Plan, eg UU, local 
authorities, Tourist Board. 
 
 
 
6 IMPROVING FISH STOCKS 
 
There are three basic ways of improving fish stocks: 
 

i. Habitat. 

Through improvements to water quality and availability of habitat.  The 

projects set out in Section 4 address this in a variety of ways. It is a key 

objective of Eden Fishery Plan that, as far as is possible all species of fish 

should have free and uninterrupted access to reach suitable habitat. ERT is 

examining several obstructions in tributaries and developing solutions – see 

schedule 1. But there are other barriers in the catchment, the most 

controversial of which is the weir at Corby.  This is being reviewed with the EA 

via a technical committee with a view to reporting to the next Workshop in 

March 2013 

 
ii. Exploitation 

Consideration needs to be given to the accuracy of current methods of 

assessing fish stocks and how improved data from fish counters, rod/net 

catches, and electrofishing can determine future byelaws and voluntary codes 

- - major discussion area. Measures to minimise poaching and bird predation 

will also be developed.  

 
iii. Stocking 

Salmon – current policy is to stock only when populations in a tributary have 

reached levels from which they are unlikely to be able to recover naturally 

AND  the problem causing the decline has been remedied.  

 
 
 



 
 

Draft Eden Fishery Plan 15 November  2012                                                                                 9 
 
 

Trout 
There is now very little stocking of trout in the Eden. Most clubs and owners 
prefer to fish for wild trout and advocate habitat improvement and reduced 
exploitation to help develop sustainable wild populations.  

 
 
 
7                 TARGET AND MONITORING 
 

 

SALMON 
 

 

Eden Fishery Plan will collect data which establishes the strength or 

otherwise of fish stocks. Counting salmon that enter the river and 

differentiating between the separate stocks of the main tributaries will be 

an important objective. This can be achieved either by establishing 

counters on main tributaries and by genetic research and monitoring (more 

info needed on this and modern counting methods). 

Dr N Milner (APEM) is currently reviewing strategies that can be used to 
target and monitor salmon stocks.   
 
EA Conservation limit 
This is likely to remain the main EA driver 
 
We will endeavour to provide data to make this more effective eg improve 
estimates of rod exploitation, rates and attribution of catches to sub 
catchment level.  
 
Juvenile density 
Our target will be to achieve an average of ?   fry and  ?  parr per 100 
square meters in          ?            nursery streams 
 
Target Catch 
We will calculate a potential output of the catchment and from this 
calculate a potential target catch (counting of smolts) 
 
Catch Returns 
Accurate catch returns from owners and clubs will provide the primary and 
most immediate reliable source of the health of our returning salmon. 
Anglers, clubs and owners will be encouraged to report angling effort, 
catch by main river/tributaries, month of catch so that we can clearly track 
trends against measures and steps that are being taken to improve stocks. 
 
 
 

 

TROUT  
 
Juvenile Density 
Our target will be to achieve ?   fry and  ?  100 square meters 
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Where ? 
 
Catch Returns 
We will promote fishing log books that anglers, owners and clubs can use 
to provide data on rod catches to indicate the health of fish stocks, possibly 
by reference to catch versus effort 
 
Electrofishing 
EA and ERT will try to provide the required data by co-ordinating their 
electro fishing programme.  
 
 
GRAYLING  
 
Catch returns 
We will promote a fishing  log book system etc as under trout. 
We will start to build data regarding spawning sites and juveniles 
 
 

 

 
CHUB and DACE 

 

 
We will collect what data is available. 

 

We will try to establish a limited electro fishing survey  
We will organise ___competitions per year 

 

 
 
 
8 ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACTS OF FISHING 
 
In  2003 Mackay Consultants completed an economic impact assessment of angling 
in the Eden for ERT. This concluded that the angler spend on the Eden contributed 
£815,000pa and conservatively 29 direct jobs (FTE). Their conclusion was that there 
was considerable potential to increase these modest figures with positive socio-
economic impact on the rural economy and its local businesses.     set out main 
conclusions. 
 
There are undoubtedly opportunities to market angling opportunities more effectively 
and increase the economic contribution to the fragile local rural economy without 
over exploiting the fisher. 
--- SJ’s proposals 
 
There is increasing awareness of the opportunities angling can provide for hard to 
reach groups, young people and people with disabilities.   These opportunities are 
set out in “Fishing for Answers”    
http://resources.anglingresearch.org.uk/project_reports/final_report_2012 

 
This important survey sets out the socio benefits of angling and the contribution it 
can make to local communities and economies. 

http://resources.anglingresearch.org.uk/project_reports/final_report_2012
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9 BUDGET /STAFF 
 
It will be difficult/impossible to develop, manage and monitor Eden Fishery Plan 
without resource. REDFA has committed £2500. An application has been made to 
EA. Further applications will be developed in due course. 
 
A budget will be developed to cover the next three years. An interim budget 
(Schedule 3) indicates anticipated associated costs. 
 
 
10 REVIEW 
 

The final working draft of the Eden Fishery Plan will be completed by end of 2013. It 
will be a dynamic plan, changing to reflect recent events, data collected, scientific 
developments and regular consultation with stakeholders. Workshops will be held 
each spring and autumn when ERT/REDFA will set out progress in relation to Eden 
Fishery Plan and future proposals. These workshops will be open and consultative. 

A full record of each Workshop will be shown on the REDFA and ERT website. 

The Workshops will be the main channel of communication between ERT/REDFA 
and angling interests. 

Eden Fishery Plan will be reviewed annually as part of the spring workshop. 

A more fundamental review will take place every three years.  
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SCHEDULE ONE 

ERT PROJECTS ENHANCING THE FISHERY 

 

Adaptive Landuse For Flood Alleviation (ALFA) 
This is an EU-funded project (INTERREG IVB NWE) which aims to protect people in 
the North West Europe region against the risk of flooding due to climate change. 
This will be done by creating new capacity for water storage within river catchments 
in Belgium, France, Germany, United Kingdom and The Netherlands. Partners of the 
ALFA project can learn from each other’s flood and land management approaches. 
The outputs of this project will improve habitat and water quality in the Eamont and 
tributaries. 
 
River Eden Restoration Strategy 
For years rivers have been altered by man for a variety of reasons such as flood 
defence, land drainage and providing water supplies. This project aims to return the 
Eden (and the Derwent and Kent) in Cumbria to a more natural state – a move that 
will bring benefits for people and wildlife.  A more natural river with meanders, flood 
plains and wetlands has a natural slowing and filtering effect on water 
 
White-Clawed Crayfish Conservation 
The native white-clawed crayfish has its best stronghold in Cumbria.  It is under 
threat of extinction because of the larger American signal crayfish which has forced 
the British variety from many rivers. ERT has just completed two major habitat 
projects funded by SITA Trust on the Hoff/ Helm and Leith Lyvennet. The Trust has 
just received Catchment Restoration Fund monies to deliver a major three year 
programme of crayfish conservation to support delivery of Water Framework 
Directive Objectives. These will improve habitat and water quality for all wildlife, 
including fish. 
 
Eden Demonstration Test Catchment 
This project is all about finding out whether it is possible to produce food on farms 
without impacting on the clean water in our rivers.  Will Cleasby at ERT is the Project 
Engagement Officer. 
 
Three areas in the Eden Valley are being looked at in detail – the Morland Beck and 
Dacre Beck near Penrith and the Pow Beck near Dalston.  Monitoring stations have 
been installed along the rivers to look at water quality together with information on 
the plants and bacteria in the river. 
 
Sub-catchment projects 
After more than 15 years of carrying out habitat restoration, Eden Rivers Trust has 
gained a great deal of experience and knowledge in terms of practical application. 
Our scientific research has helped us understand and prioritise the problems the 
river faces and we are now in a stronger position than ever to tackle the issues 
affecting the River Eden and its tributaries.  
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A targeted sub-catchment approach has been developed, focused around five 
conservation plans which lay out the conservation work Eden Rivers Trust aimed to 
carry out from 2008 onwards. The six sub-catchments are described below;    
 
River Petteril 
Once termed the ‘Jewel of the Eden’ research has shown the River Petteril to be one 
of the Eden’s most heavily impacted tributaries.  

 It is predicted by environmental models to a high to very high risk of receiving 
diffuse pollution;  

 There are high levels of riparian damage and little bankside cover due to 
intensive grazing (over 19km of banks are impacted by stock poaching);  

 It receives runoff from the M6;   
 It is impacted by the urban expansion of Carlisle; and  
 Electrofishing surveys have found only small numbers of  juvenile trout and 

salmon.   
 Project improvement works in 2010 include fencing, tree planting and 

installation of large woody debris.  
 

Eden Rivers Trust, in partnership with landowners, local people and environmental 
organisations, has been carrying out work on the River  to improve it for wildlife. 
Funding of £540,000 for the project has come from DEFRA and the Environment 
Agency. A key priority will be to reduce the amount of animal waste being washed in 
to rivers.   
 
Examples of work undertaken include improving drainage and guttering around farm 
yards and buildings, and putting roofs over manure stores and farm yards.   
 
Leith / Lyvennet 
Poor water quality is also an issue in this sub-catchment. Shap Waste water 
Treatment Works is considered the major contributor but the catchment is also 
predicted by environmental modelling to have a high risk of receiving diffuse pollution 
from agriculture. This is further exacerbated by low flow issues which can reduce the 
dilution potential for pollution.  
 
Crayfish surveys have found abnormal recruitment and a high incidence of disease 
suggesting the water quality issues are impacting on ecology. The level of riparian 
damage due to intensive grazing is also high.  
 
Hoff / Helm 
Aerial surveys showed these two tributaries to have the highest concentration of 
riparian habitat damage in the Eden catchment due to intensive grazing 30-40% of 
the bank length surveyed was severely degraded resulting in populations of white-
clawed crayfish and juvenile salmonids to be fragmented. 
 
Trout  Beck 
The Trout Beck sub-catchment has been a restoration priority for the Eden Rivers 
Trust since 2004 and has been funded by the Oglesby Trust. 
  
The aim of this project is to continue this work to protect and conserve the high 
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biodiversity value of the Trout Beck providing an exemplar template for sustainable 
habitat restoration.  
 
Over the last six years we have carried out:  
 

 9000 metres of riverside fencing 
 Planting of 2900 trees 
 420 trees coppiced 
 10 farm holdings receiving advice on reducing diffuse pollution 
 The installation of 2 fish passes 

 
Trout  STREAM Project 
This award winning project has established  two “super-refuges” for trout in the 
Upper Eden.  These are areas where we have carried out extensive habitat 
restoration work – fencing, nutrient planning, and on-farm projects - targeted after 
extensive surveys of the rivers and trout populations.   
 
These areas should now form a stronghold of good quality, well connected habitat 
and clean water for trout at all stages of their life cycle – from spawning to fry to 
adult.  We will continue to monitor and look after them for years to come.  
 
 
River Eden Invertebrate Monitoring Initiative 
Invertebrates are at the bottom of the food chain with fish and some birds and 
mammals dependant on a healthy population of them. The best way to measure the 
"health of the river" is by regularly monitoring the invertebrate populations, of which 
several are good indicators of water quality. This year saw another 10 volunteers  
trained up as river invertebrate monitors, which brings the total number of people 
trained over the past four years to 39.  
 
Invasive Species 
The three invasive plants that pose the greatest threat within the Eden catchment 
currently are Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed and giant hogweed. All three 
species have potential to negatively impact on biodiversity as they outcompete our 
native plants and damage habitat.  
 
There are other invasive species, including Gyrodactylus salaris and the spores of 
crayfish plague, that would have huge negative impacts if introduced into the Eden 
catchment. In order to prevent this from happening it is essential that appropriate 
actions are taken by everyone concerned - this is often referred to as biosecurity. 
This is particularly important for equipment such as boats, fishing nets and waders 
etc. that have been used outside of the Eden catchment. Appropriate biosecurity is 
relatively simple to achieve by following the Check, Clean, Dry mantra  
 
In 2010 a partnership between Eden Rivers Trust and Natural England brought 
together organisations, landowners and other stakeholders either already involved 
in, or interested in, the control of invasive non-native species. The group which, now 
supported by the Environment Agency, coordinates efforts to survey, map and 
prioritise control of the already existing invasive, non-native species.  
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Fish Barriers 
Four of Eden’s tributaries have been opened up to fish to live and breed as a result 
of work undertaken by the Trust during 2011.  
 
In 2012 ERT is delivering a programme of a further 5 barrier projects in the upper 
catchment. 
 
River Eden Pilot Catchment Plan (Water Framework Directive) 
This is an exciting time for river management. ERT is leading an initiative to put local 
organisations and communities in charge of planning for the future of the river. 
The aim is to restore, protect and sustain a healthy river system. We can achieve 
this by working together and agreeing how we all contribute to saving this river for 
the future. Wherever possible we will work with natural processes and develop 
solutions that are sustainable, benefit biodiversity, the local economy and people 
who live on and enjoy the river. 
 
Water Framework Directive 
This European legislation is fundamental to many of the above projects and this 
Eden Fishery Plan, the following diagram shows this relationship. 
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A healthy river catchment and fishery is dependent on an effective regulatory 
framework and good working relationships between bodies responsible for 

monitoring and reviewing water quality, pollution, abstraction and future 
developments that may impact on the river    
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SCHEDULE TWO 

ANGLING CONTRIBUTIONS 

Basis for contributions from Angling Interests towards ERT’s monitoring and 
habitat improvement works 
 
a. It is proposed to raise this equitably across the river from voluntary contributions 

as follows: 

 For salmon beats £20 per salmon on 3 year average  (adjusted every 3 

years for inflation)  

 For trout beats:  

o main river Eden and Eamont, more than 1 mile double bank - 

£500  

o less than 1 mile or part of a tributary  - £250 

o other tributaries £100 

 For salmon associations/clubs a contribution per member to be negotiated 

 For trout associations/clubs the sum of £5 per member and £1 for day 

members and £2 for week members 

 Owners and associations will use their best endeavours to secure 

additional voluntary contributions from tenants/members 

 Riparian owners who let their fishing to associations/clubs will be exempt 

from the above but will be encouraged to make a donation 

 
b. It is suggested owners add to tenants bills an additional 5% voluntary contribution 

eg:  Rent for fishing   £500 

5% voluntary contribution  £  25 
       £525 

The tenant pays the total and the owner sends to the trust one cheque for all the 

voluntary contributions received (plus a separate cheque for his/her contribution 

under 2 above).  

 

c. It is suggested Angling Club s give members the opportunity of making a 

voluntary contribution to ERT. 

 

d. It is expected that the income raised by the above will be roughly as follows:  

Lower beats below CAA £6K -    £8K 
Motorway to Waters Meet £10K -  £15K 
Above Waters Meet £2K -    £5K 
Angling Clubs and Associations 
(including CAA) 

 
£12K -  

 
£15K 

Misc Company and Charitable 
donations 

£3K -    £5K 

TOTAL £33K –  £48K 
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SCHEDULE THREE 

 

ROUGH BUDGET 

 

Description Cost Cash / In-kind Source 

1.0 FTE (equivalent) 
Development Costs 
0.5FTE – ERT Fisheries 
Officer 
0.5FTE (Equiv)  – External 
Scientific Adviser/s 

£28500 Cash Environment Agency 

ERT Overhead (0.5 FTE) £7525.05 Cash Environment Agency 

ERT Project Director 
12 days @ £293.74 

£3524.08 In-kind Eden Rivers Trust 

Volunteer Plan Chairman 
12 Days @ £150 per day 

£1800 In-kind REDFA 

Volunteer Participants / 
attendees at October 2012 
workshop 
 
100 x 1 days @ £100 per day 
(minimum) 

£10,000 In-kind Fishing Clubs, 
Riparian Owners 

APEM 
Pro-bono advice 
5 days @ £400 per day 
Dr N Milner 

£2000 In-kind APEM 
Aquatic Consultancy 

Total Project Value £53349.13   

In-kind contributions £17324.08   

Cash Funding Requirement £36,025.05   

Percentage Grant Required 67.5%   

 
 

 

 


