
We think that in broad terms reactions to the plan would be 
positive, but there is a general  perception that the Irthing is 
regarded as a Cinderella catchment by REDFA and ERT. 

PAA have discussed in committee what is the requirement for the 
EFP when we already have REDFA and the ERT. Some members 
have questioned what purpose this new body will serve. 
Nevertheless we are grateful to the individuals who are 
representing angling clubs in the Eden catchment and appreciate 
the time and commitment they give. 

Regarding the funding section we find it a bit confusing as it 
could be better written. One thing we are hostile to is the £5 per 
member to be given to the fund. This would give the club a 17% 
reduction in the amount we earn annually.  Putting up our subs 
to accommodate the levy would likewise have a detrimental effect 
on us and at our last meeting it was rejected outright. 



We all know the work that has been done with monitoring the Fry and 
Parr stage etc so the glaring data that is missing is from any work done on 
smolt migration. This is probably the most urgent issue and data is 
urgently needed for this. A few more examples of where smolt monitoring 
and tracking of fish once back at sea, like the Tweed foundation, would 
not go amiss. 

Those who have fished for salmon have seen another year with poor runs 
especially at the back end. This is in spite of the fact that rivers are now 
protected by a belt of vegetation, and that agricultural users are closely 
monitored to prevent pollution. Also the numbers of parr are well down on say 
10 years ago. We would like to see an independent scientific study on predation 
which we can use to put pressure on the RSPB and others. 

 

The work carried out there by ERT; various fencing schemes, a small 
amount of coppicing, two fish passes and the planting of salmon ova, is 
thought to have been done with the object of enhancing the salmon and 
sea trout fisheries in the Eden, rather than for the benefit of the  local, 
brown trout, grayling, and to a lesser degree, chub, which are of interest to 
club members and visitors. 



The chief concerns of committee members during discussions are the 
increasing levels of predation by goosanders and cormorant on the river. 
Those who have fished this season will have noticed a continued 
reduction of fly life and an increasing lack of free rising trout. 

 

 

We appreciate the concern for the effects of wind farms etc on the 
catchment but there is little influence we can have on this sort of issue. We 
should concentrate on matters nearer to home. 

The Irthing catchment was originally going to be part of ‘The Trout Stream 
Project’, but was dropped because of the difficulty of access by 
mainstream fish to many of the potential and actual, spawning and 
nursery becks; a very good reason I would have thought for including it. 



The EA have a duty to re-stock if the stocks are in 
danger, which the Caldew certainly is. however I’m 
not saying we need to jump straight in and re-stock 
but I think the debate needs to be had. 

Your suggestions are welcome 

Forward to Mike Ashwin 

Slips at rear of hall 


