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1.    Chairman’s report  

It has been another very challenging year for REDFA and heavy work load for all concerned dealing with 

hydro planning applications, pollution incidents, Eden Fishery Plan, Corby Weir, Area Bird licence, Net 

Limitation Order to name but a few.  

The challenges and hard work by all concerned on the clean-up operations that have taken place during 2016 

following Storm Desmond has been immense. The river in some places has been changed forever and some 

work still to do over the coming year. From my involvement in Carlisle AA a great deal of the work could not 

have been done without the help of volunteers.  

The whole dynamics of REDFA’s role within our fishery has certainly changed over the last few years and 

likely to continue as such. With more and more cuts backs within the EA it is imperative that REDFA are 

leading from the front on a number of issues to help protect our valuable resource.  

I feel we have a very strong working group within REDFA but we also need more support from other GPC 

members and in particular getting the message across to their respective clubs and organisations. It is 

imperative that the reports/minutes of the REDFA GPC’s are relayed back to club and committee members. 

At each GPC meeting we discuss REDFA’s achievements and work load, however I do feel that the message is 

not then getting passed back which ultimately leads to questions as to what REDFA actually does from 

people that do not attend the GPC’s. 

I would like to thank our EFP partners ERT/EA/NE and in particular Dan Brazier on the excellent work in 

collating the Eden annual monitoring report. There is still a great deal of work ahead of us and hopefully we 

can continue good progress on the EFP throughout 2017. 

Special thanks go out to James Norris for his very generous donation of £450 to REDFA which he raised 

through sponsorships of his 10k Leeds abbey dash. In addition to that he has also lost several pounds in 

weight. He is planning to do another 10k run in the Spring so I am sure you will all wish him the best of luck 

and consider a small donation/sponsor. The support that many of our clubs receive from John Norris is 

fantastic.   

As you will no doubt be aware Simon Johnson moved on from ERT this year to pastures new and I would like 

to thank him for all his efforts and hard work getting ERT to where it is today. 

I would like to wish you all the best and tight lines for 2017 season. 

Paul Davidson  
 
REDFA Chairman  
 

          

 



 

2.   Secretary & Treasurer`s Report 

In a year that started with considerable apprehension we are one year on and looking forward to the 2017 

season ahead.  Great credit to all concerned in weathering the storm and to our partner organisations who 

have carried the responsibility of steering a path between getting things done and maintaining good 

relations with Owners and Clubs whose waters and banks literally changed overnight. At the time the task 

ahead looked monumental.  

There were notable achievements and people who made major contributions to the work of our fisheries and 

I hope the report highlights this and the role REDFA plays. 

Four streams of work sum up much of our endeavours 

*  the day to day business of representing Members interests within the catchment, NW and nationally whilst  

coordinating a range of activities and keeping parties engaged and informed of developments 

* improving Eden`s fish stocks through angler Conservation and bird Predation measures, catch reporting, 

accurate stock assessments and the appropriate management actions and strategies for our catchment  

* protecting Invertebrates by grasping Water Quality issues & protecting natural river flows. Farming 

incidents/pressures, outmoded treatment that reaches surface waterbodies and abstraction/out of 

catchment transfers continue to dominate the Agenda.  

* making the Eden Fisheries Plan work for fisheries so we see visible improvements  

Some of the years highlights are recorded below :- 

  the Membership has grown to 19 Riparian Owners, 7 Club Memberships (with the addition of Prince Albert 

AS) and 60 individual members. 

  REDFA has provided the resource equivalent of 1 full time technical officer, much of this through voluntary 

contributions from its Officers, notably Chairman, Deputy Chair (EFP Steering group & Corby Weir), Nigel 

Austin (Tagging scheme) 

  the website  www.edenfishing carries reports, news updates, meeting minutes, activities and images. 

Please forward interesting Eden items or pictures of interest. Please contact me if you do not have the REDFA 

Member passcodes 

  we have the first full year of the approved Business Plan under our belt. Working to secure some element 

of external funding is a priority and in our first year we have needed to cut our coat to suit our cloth 

  REDFA is strongly represented on the regional NW rod fisheries consultative  –  NWATFCC and provides         

1 of 6 national representatives on the Anglers Trust,  Angler Advisory Group 

  REDFA made recommendations and presented proposals at the NLO & Byelaw review for a lowering of 

Eden annual limits for salmon & sea trout linked to comparative net measures on Conservation grounds 

  objections were made by REDFA to Dumfries & Galloway CC in support of S&TCUK demands for closure of 

the Annan Stake Nets located in the Eden channel below the mouth of the Annan. These unrestricted 

operations were terminated in 2016 and now cannot  intercept Eden & Esk migratory fish 



  REDFA & NWATFCC have made strong recommendations to the Angling Trust in forming the national 

guidelines for fishery C & R targets and for recognition of the higher economic value of our rod fisheries 

  lengthy discussions and agreement with EA regional and national advisers over use of REDFA reported rod 

catch data for 2015  -  see later report 

  the Secretary presented a report at the IFM/AST national workshop on salmon stock assessment with rod 

proposals and recommendations for simplifying and improving Conservation Limit/Compliance Assessment 

reporting and river status classifications as part of the ongoing dialogue with the EA and national NGO`s 

  work on barrier removals and a final decision on Corby Weir continues with ERT (Glyn Vaughan & Daniel 

Brazier) playing a leading part. For rod fisheries Bob Bradney & Adrian Brown are fully committed to the task 

with important technical support from Peter Kerr (a thank you to RO & Clubs for contributions received) 

  extended coverage of REDFA coordinated Eden Area Predation Management Licence  –  see report 

  a considerable workload engaging with United Utilites and responding to three important Consultations   

Ullswater Drought Permit Order, NW supply zones Drought Plan & Water Resources Management Plan 

  response to a number of localised Pollution incidents.  We await the EA`s decision to proceed or otherwise 

with the enforcement of the Sept 2015 Skitwath incident 

  a well attended (50 + anglers, fisheries, Regulators and conservation organisations) REDFA event and 

presentation by Paul Knight of S&TCUK on their 2015 Riverfly Census Report 

  a follow up presentation  will be given by the EA in March on their Water Quality sampling and monitoring 

programmes for meeting WFD targets 

  River fisheries Improvement initiative promoted with habitat briefings and river visits through Gareth 

Pedley of WTT and Mike Farrell of EA 

  mention of excellent work by Club volunteers and Paul Greaves, ERT Volunteer coordinator on river clear 

ups and other activities   -  in facing up to the challenge of a mountain of flood recovery works 

  attending to a number of river consented works which may have impacted on fisheries 

  a thank you to Charles Ecroyd, Fish Legal and others in treading a difficult path over the River Trespass 

events in summer 2016 

  together with our partners, forming and republishing the Eden Fisheries Plan setting out Action updates 

and partner responsibilities 

  joint partner working to produce the first Eden Annual Monitoring Report  –  credit to Danial Brazier in 

collating this. The document is worth a look, covering a diverse range of species and summaries of EA & ERT 

electrofishing programmes 

  finally to Simon Johnson who left ERT this year after seven years of building the Trust and now offering a 

range of catchment services and community activities  

 Very best wishes in the season ahead      Mike Ashwin   REDFA Secretary & Treasurer 

 



 
 
REDFA   Year End Accounts as at 31st October 2016 with earlier year comparisons 

        
 

Income 
 

2015 - 2016 2014 - 2015 2013 - 2014 2012 - 2013 2011 - 2012 
 

 
Riparian Owners        £ 2,015.00 £899.00 £389.00 £439.00 £424.00 

 
 

Clubs 
 

          5,035.00 £4,750.00 £388.00 £388.00 £392.00 
 

 
individual Members 

 
             450.50 £422.50 £412.50 £402.00 £464.00 

 
 

Environment Agency (in error) 
   

£300.00 
 

 
Donations 

 
             280.00 £5,040.00 £592.00 £5,170.00 £384.92 

 
 

Raffle (at A.G.M.) 
 

£50.00 £20.00 £75.00 £68.00 
 

 
Lowther Show              118.00 £141.00 

    
 

Contributions to Junior Day £670.00 
    

 
Member (Corby weir exps)                  300.00 

     
 

Admin transfer                                     100.00 
     

 
.                    
Total Income       £ 8,298.50 £11,972.50 £1,801.50 £6,474.00 £2,032.92 

 

 

        
 

Expenditure 
      

 
Honorarium (Secretary) 

 
         £100.00 £300.00 £350.00 £350.00 

 
 

Honorarium (Treasurer) 
 

          £300.00 £300.00 £300.00 £300.00 
 

 
Stationary/Postage 

  
£81.84 £166.59 £95.13 

 
 

Angling Trust                                          55.00 £55.00 £55.00 £55.00 
  

 
A.G.M (Food/room hire)           

 
          250.00 £101.27 £58.95 £112.00 £146.00 

 
 

           (Printing – Annual reports)       85.00 
     

 
Webpage Management                         200.00 £200.00 £200.00 £200.00 £200.00 

 
 

NWFCC 
  

£100.00 
 

£100.00 £40.00 
 

 
Cup engraving               8.00 

  
£14.95 £21.95 

 
 

Workshops & Venue  Hire                  75.00 £258.00 £90.54 £213.27 £348.00 
 

 
Retirement gifts              50.00 

 
£100.00 

 
£50.00 

 
 

Environment Agency (repayment) 
   

£300.00 
 

 
Lowther Show Costs             78.00 £81.09 £72.69 £38.09 

  
 

REDFA leaflets             40.00 £40.00 
    

 
Junior Day Tuition Fees 

 
£629.20 

 
£300.00 

  
 

Other (Direct debit)             25.00 
  

£120.00 
  

 
Avian Predation            450.00 

     
 

Administration - Costs        9,000.00 £9,000.00 
    

 
                        - Mileage 

 
          317.50 £497.75 

    
 

             - Stationary/post 
 

          155.64 £232.59 
    

 
Total Expenditure   £ 10,789.14 £11,694.90 £1,409.02 £2,035.90 £1,951.08 

 
 

        
 

Surplus 
 

   ( £2,490.64) £277.60 £392.48 4,438.10 £81.84 
 

 

        
 

Angling Trust Grant received - £1893.00 (not included as income and £1574.24 spent on Avian predation equip) 
                                                                  ( £318.76 grant balance held in HSBC account)               

   
((9 

    
 

Account Balances as at                31.10.16          31.10.15       31.10.14 
   

 
H.S.B.C. 

 
         £ 501.95 £2,992.59     £1,646.23 

 
 

Cumberland B.S.      £ 19847.47 £19,674.67   £19,417.62 
   

 
Total balances      £  20,349.42 £22,667.26   £21,063.85 

   
 

  

 

     
 

Report highlights 
  

Contributions to Junior Day received from: 
   

  

     
 

       
 

     
 

       

 
  

        
 

Donations gratefully received from :- 

Ian Bullough, Dave Bateman, Ron & 

Marion Baldwin  

Cumberland & Westmorland AA  

 

Current expenditure on the last two financial years shows 

operating Costs of approx £11,000pa (£16k set in Business Plan) 

and Income of £8,500 approx (£18k in Business Plan) The shortfall 

in Income over expenditure being met this year from the start of 

year working bank balance.  The objective in this financial year 

should be to secure the target of £5,000 external funding  



     

    

          

Daniel Brazier ERT positioning the smolt Fyke net on the 
Leith, monitored by AAA/PAA members – April/May 2016 

                   Sea trout smolts observed migrating the Leith ! 

“ that moment “ it`s heading upstream, but,  How Big ? 

                                                           Mike Grimes archives 

                                                          

A bonny fish for Jim Seymour off 
Grinsdale May 2016 

 

A grand day on Victor Gubbins Eden Lacy waters for 
the PAA Junior event  –  Geoff Johnston getting the 

youngsters into knots                   

 

Piling work underway at the Eden Brows 
landslip into the Eden that has closed the      

Carlisle – Settle line for 15 months  

 



                                              

4.  Angling Reports 

  Appleby  AA  2016  Report 

Storm Desmond and subsequent floods had a massive effect on the Eden, reports that many fish were found 
dead in fields etc. when it subsided caused anxious times. However it was short lived as many fish have been 
caught this season, ranging from juveniles to some decent specimens. 

Some non-resident members needed reassurance that we were ‘still open for business’, reports came that 
fish were indeed being caught.  Some members have actually thought that the river has benefitted in some 
cases by clearing away silt. 
Our website reiterated these reports. 
 
The flooding left a tremendous amount of debris in and around the river. Joint actions in February between 
A.A.A. and P.A.A. saw a 2 day event of debris removal on the shared stretch of Bolton to Ousenstand beat. 
A further clean-up took place on the Holme Farm and Sewage Works water by A.A.A. members and E.R.T. 
A replacement wooden bridge was also built by several committee members on the Sandford beat. 
In some areas bank erosion was considerable and in many cases farmers have reconstructed the banks. 
Fishing soon settled down and many grayling and trout are present in the system, various pools on the river 
have changed completely, some for the worse but many for the better. Invertebrate life appears to have been 
little affected and some excellent hatches occurred. It was felt fewer fish were rising than normal to the dry 
but a change of tactics to subsurface nymphing etc. have produced well, only confirming that the main river 
has a healthy population. 

Please note the rights to fish the King’s Arms stretch at Ousenstand Bridge will cease from March 14th 2017. 
Fishing from this date will be solely for their residents. 

There has been much discussion at meetings as to whether we should continue awarding trophies for the 
heaviest river fish. 
Good breeding stock is a vital part of any river and removal of such fish is detrimental to the system. A 
proposal has been put forward to end this practice. (Howgill trophies will still be awarded for the heaviest 
fish.) 

Bird counts took place in March and November  
Our licensed guns have been active throughout the year, and we know have 3 guns registered. 
 
Irene Dawson   AAA Secretary 
 

Brampton AA  2016  Report 

Membership numbers were generally consistent with last year but still not recovering from the drop two to 

three years ago. However, at the AGM it was considered necessary to increase permit charges all round, with 

the exception of Junior Members, which remain at five pounds. This was due to increased running costs 

including rents, insurances and subscriptions. The first increase for eight years. 

 Fears for the fishery following the floods were thankfully unfounded. Although there were some changes to 

the course of the river, none were significant. The ongoing fear is for the potential damage to the spawning 

and to the fry survival, only time will tell.  

Reports from the riverbank told of good catches of trout and grayling, but this could not be accurately 

verified  because of a particularly poor response regarding catch returns. 

Paul again with volunteers taking a lunch break 
at a River Colby site tree project 

 



River levels held up generally throughout the season but fishing effort was often spoiled due to the easterly 

winds. Our Chairman’s response was, “winds in the east, fishes least”. 

Our AGM agreed a rule change which will result in fish being entered for the club competitions not having to 

be killed and weighed in. In future entries are to be photographed and measured, in order to be submitted for 

judgement. 

Membership of REDFA was again reconsidered and the majority decision was to remain as members on the 

same basis as last year with a review at the next AGM. 

Altogether an unremarkable year, though our sympathies are with those who did suffer devastating losses 

due to the floods. 

 W D Candeland,   Secretary , Brampton AA 

 

Carlisle AA  2016  Report 

The 2016 salmon season got off to a slow start in January and February. However as March and April arrived a 

significant run of Spring Fish entered the system giving sport for members who ventured out. It was good to see a good 

number of these fish were into the high teens and some over the twenty pound mark. 

Fish were been taken from most areas of CAA waters, with the bottom beats producing as the water levels dropped 

towards the end of April. Settled weather and water conditions in May and June meant fish were still entering the 

system and the lower end of CAA waters fished well. The trend continued throughout the summer as un-settled periods 

of weather meant summer sport was had by members on the river, with not only Grilse being taken but a good number 

of multi-sea winter fish also.  

Unfortunately, towards the end of August it was starting to become apparent the autumn run was once again going to 

be a big disappointment.  

Despite small lifts of water in September few fish entered the system and only odd residents were being seen in the 

majority of the holding pools on CAA waters and also on beats above CAA.  Some members however did catch a 

notable amount of fish in these months, including one estimated at 34lb, taken in October from the Half Moon by Mr. 

N. Jones. 

The sea trout fishing appears to have been mixed. Night fishing in June and July, when you would expect good numbers 

of fish in the system was poor.  However members salmon fishing were catching sea trout on both fly and spinner and 

good runs were being seen late into the season with sea trout being caught on CAA waters right up to the close of the 

salmon season. There also appears to have been a good run of Herling which is a good sign for the future. 

The trout season on CAA waters in 2016 has been poor. Anglers reported having to fish deep with bugs and nymphs as 

surface activity was sporadic. When hatches did occur few fish moved to the surface fly. It is hoped this is just a blip on 

the back of the flooding in December 2015 and sport will be back to usual standard next season. 

Decent numbers of Grayling started to show up during the final six weeks of the trout season and this bodes well for 

sport in the winter. 

Nigel Austin,  Honorary Secretary,  Carlisle Angling Association. 

 

 



         
 Kirkby Stephen District Angling Association   2016  Report 
 
The floods last December certainly changed the river which meant some favourite and established lies were 
lost. It might have been because of this that some members reported that they hadn’t seen many fish rising 
with a notable lack of fly life. However anglers’ nymph fishing had some success. Following WTT AV report 
two training days have been arranged to show members how some of the local becks’ habitat could be 
improved. The first one was well supported. Although the juvenile trout population is currently healthy any 
habitat improvement must help to increase the wild trout stock. Members supported by ERT removed some 
Himalayan Balsam which had become established.  
We supported/attended the Lowther Show and also promoted the Club at the Westmorland Gathering which 
celebrated Kirkby Stephen becoming part of the Yorkshire National Park. We expect to support both events in 
2017. 
The number of members remain about the same as previous years but having received some subscriptions 
already we hope our membership numbers may increase in 2017. 
 
Colin Edney,   KSDAA Secretary  

 

Penrith AA 2016 Report 

 

The weather conditions always determine how good or difficult sport is going to be, and this season showed 

how important it was to pick the right conditions to fish. We had long periods of low water and sunny 

conditions which, made for difficult fishing.  There were days in the early parts of the season when sport was 

exceptionally good, but sport from one day to the next was inconsistent. When conditions were favourable 

the numbers of fish present demonstrated how resilient nature can be to survive such devastating floods. 

However, there were periods when the rivers appeared to be lifeless and those anglers who only fish a 

handful of times in a season, may have not seen it at its best. 

 

Anglers fishing rivers in other parts of the country, which were not troubled by floods to the magnitude we 

had, also reported generally sub-standard sport this year. The fish were there, but fishing was challenging 

due to periods of difficult conditions. Surface feeding activity is obviously dependent upon abundance of 

insects on the surface. Expectations of some anglers are that insects should regularly hatch in mass, and that 

fish should rise at least sometime throughout their fishing day, but in reality not all species of flies have 

synchronised mass emergence and just emerge when conditions are right for them and may naturally be 

sparse. A successful emergence for an insect is to get off the water quickly to find cover, and in some species 

individual specimens may emerge over the course of many hours in the day and hardly be noticed by angler 

or fish but build up numbers over the day. For those anglers who adapt their tactics and fish subsurface 

imitations on days where few or no fish are seen rising, are consistently more successful than those anglers 

who persist with dry fly. 

 

Anglers, who fished on a regular basis in 2016, noted a lack of anglers fishing our waters. Perhaps difficult 

conditions and low water put off members visiting the waters, or is it that anglers just don’t find the time 

these days. The catch returns for the 2015 season showed that 78 members did not fish in that season, 73 

fished 5 times or less and 89 fished between 6 and 20 times. This season I checked permits of only 18 

members one of which had a guest, plus two visitors on day tickets and one exchange ticket holder. 

 



I have not had many reports of large fish caught this season by members, compared to recent years, but 

know of a few around the 3lb mark. I am aware of some catches in excess of 20 to 30 fish in a day but also 

know of many blank days had by some. 

 

The Salmon fishing throughout the early part of the season on the lower river was apparently good 

compared to many previous years, but the latter part of the season which is when our members tend to fish, 

was poor due to low water conditions in the main. I have only heard of a couple of fish captured from our 

waters but few of our members actually fish much for salmon, so our data on salmon stocks is limited. 

However, my own observation was that only stale fish were seen in the last couple of weeks and few showed 

until the last day of the season. I have since had hold of one salmon while fishing for grayling, which seems to 

be a typical occurrence. 

 
Andrew Dixon, Honorary Secretary PAA  

 

 
YFF 2016 Annual fishing Report  - Wetheral, Eden Brows, Low House beats 
 
Well what a year. The highest flood on record in December last year has left its mark on the valley for many 

years to come. The bothie was completely devastated, with over 5ft of water inside the building, with the 

keeper away in Welsh Wales not a lot was saved. On the river banks thirty years of tree planting has been 

ripped out and acres of land has just been washed away. The track beside Beech Tree has been completely 

erased to the point of being unviable to repair. At Eden Brows, 500,000tons of hillside has slipped resulting in 

the closer of the upper half of the beat for the entire year, and it looks as if it will remain closed next season 

too. Tens of thousands of tons of gravel have been moved around to the detriment of some beats but also 

creating new and exciting pools and runs, this process will continue over the coming months and years as the 

winter floods continue to bed the river channel into a more settled state.  

Let’s have a look at the fishing then eh.     Spring fishing again was most excellent with fish being of a good 

average weight, a smattering 20 pounders where landed and one very good specimen of 25lbs was captured 

from the wee pool under the viaduct at Bridge Stream, Tom Herd was the man responsible for this belter. 

Fresh fish were present, and caught, throughout June and July given a tad of water and the ability of the 

fishers to adapt their tackle and tactics to the conditions. 

 August arrived and gave us the first ominous indications that the late fish were not going to come to the 

party. With levels never getting to difficult for fish to move our results were poor. This situation continued 

through until the end of the season with most of the fish landed being, let’s say, of an age. However the best 

fish of the season did come off the beat on the 24th September. Simon Kaye fishing a 12’ summer rod and a 

wee flea went and got himself a 30 pounder from Pritts, although not in the first bloom of youth (the fish, not 

the fisher) it was, for the UK waters a fish of a lifetime. Gareth Jones lost a very big fish in the same place 

earlier in the season and was sort of hinting that that “maybe” he could take some smidgen of credit for 

“slowing the brute down” but nobody listened. 

Looking around the rest of the UK, we were not alone in experiencing a lack of late fish, indeed many other 

countries saw much the same thing happening to their runs. 

Trouting held its own this year but the fly life took thumping from the flood, this was only to be expected with 

thousands of tons of gravel moved about the river, but the job on the whole is healthy and it will recover. 



To all of the fishers, thank you for your efforts (some more than others) this season, and tight lines for 2017.  

I’m toying with the idea of having muster earlier next season for 30mins of that slow-motion Japanese Kung 

Foo stuff.   The Wetheral ninjas….. I like it! 

Mike Grimes,  Lower Eden YFF Keeper  

 

YFF Upper Eden river Report 2016  -  Salkeld viaduct, Langwathby, Waters Meet, Crackenthorpe waters 

Well it’s been a tough season but all in all it turned out not to bad in the end, we started 5th December with 

storm Desmond which created devastation on the river and it was difficult to know where to start with the 

clearing up process, trees down, huts gone gravel and silt everywhere, but got stuck in and made it look 

respectable for the new season ahead. 

We had our first Salmon first week in April and ended up with six for the month, then a drought spell for May 

and June only saw us land seven, we started to get some lifts in water in July mostly down the Eamont. 

August saw reasonable lifts of water but no real signs of fish in the pools but ended up the month with 

twenty, there were reports of a lot of fish on the lower beats of the river but it was not until the last week or 

so of the season we really started to see fish up with us and then not what you would expect to see for the 

time of year. September and October saw a total of  58 fish landed most falling to small flies, we ended the 

season with; 

102 Salmon  - 52 cocks -  50 hens   

101 to fly  & 1 spinner 

Average size 9 ¾ lbs  -   Biggest 21lbs     All fish released bar 1 casualty   -   Well done all 

Given the floods you would think the trout fishing would be a right off but far from it, the end of April saw 

cold winds snow and hail which kept the large darks olives and iron blues on the water long enough and the 

trout took advantage of this, David Calvert had a afternoon at Udford 27th April and had 21 trout to 18” all 

on dries, the following day Ian Mitchell had similar sport at Graces, it has been steady all season with some 

good catches of trout reported, the only observation I had was that there seemed to be fewer blue wing 

olives this year due to the floods, the river seems in good nick with good numbers of fry throughout the river. 

Kingfishers and moorhens on all beats must be getting on top of the mink population only 7 dispatched this 

year, my quota of cormorants and goosander met. We have received our natural England licence to which we 

comply to.  

All the best and tight lines for 2017,    Mark Strong,  Upper Eden YFF Keeper 

 

 

 

 

 



Borderlines Activities 2016 

Although it is becoming increasingly difficult to find the funding to run the project Borderlines has continued its long 

term engagement programme with hard to reach youngsters based at Wigton Youth Station. Providing weekly 

sessions throughout the year, building both knowledge and anticipation towards regular monthly and school holiday 

fishing trips providing the 'hook' that takes young people away from negative behaviour. In 2016 29 young people 

participated in this project.  

Following talks with Greystoke School Head Teacher Jeanette Mathews, February, March and April saw Borderlines 

placing emphasis via the medium of angling, upon reinforcing previous learning in both history and science, areas 

that the children were struggling with for their SATs exams. During the angling history session angling and tackle in 

Tudor Times were covered and the use of identification keys, food chains, the classification of animals and plants and 

life cycles were covered both in the class room and during fishing and dipping trips.  

In May Eden Lacy was the venue for Penrith Angling Association’s junior anglers day with 24 young anglers aged 7 to 

18; the majority new to the sport and keen to improve their skills. Looked after on the day by PAA members and 

instructors from Borderlines youngsters were split into four groups and rotated around four different activities during 

the day. These included entomology, knots and leaders, casting and casting competition and fishing on the river. 

Paddy Davis aged 12 won the casting competition; his prize a half day session with Eden Angler Geoff Johnston. 

Second, third and fourth places all winning £20 vouchers were Luka Labram aged 9, Watson Byas aged 12 and Olivia 

Errington aged 11. Congratulations to Victor Gubbins at Eden Lacy and to Penrith AA for organising the day.  

June saw the Wigton Youth Station Fishing Club visit Crofton Lake for a friendly competition organised by Borderlines. 

Everyone caught fish with David Nicholson and Declan Harrison tying for first place; both anglers catching 26 fish. In 

third place was Kirsty Graham with 16 fish. A big thank you to CADCAC for allowing us to use the lake.  Also in June 

Greystoke 27 youngsters from Greystoke School joined Borderlines instructors at Whins Pond. As well as perch the 

youngsters also caught eels. A big thank you to Mrs. Siddle at Whins Pond for allowing the session to take place. In 

August we worked with Impact Housing running a successful family fishing day at Mossbay Reservoir at Salterbeck, 

Workington with around 30 young people and their families taking part catching a selection of perch, roach and 

rudd. 

This summer Borderlines had a presence at Lowther Show, the Galloway Country Fair, the Killyleagh Fly Festival and 

the Midland Game Fair. They ran casting clinics, demonstrations raising funding and awareness about their work. At 

Killyleagh they also delivered a short talk about Borderlines during the Plenary Session at a Workshop about The Role 

& Formation of River Trusts in Ireland organised by the Dibney River Conservation Trust.  

Borderlines would like to thank all the clubs and fishery owners within the Eden catchment and beyond who have 

allowed us free use of their waters to introduce the young and those who may be disadvantage in some way to 

angling and the environment in 2016. We would also like to thank the tackle dealers and individual anglers who have 

donated items of tackle, angling books and magazines for youngsters, without their assistance we could not achieve 

half as much as we do. 

With this in mind if anyone has any items of tackle in the loft or the corner of the shed that they no longer use; be it 

rods, reels, flies, hooks, whatever and would like to donate them to Borderlines, we can pass them on to young 

people who would very much appreciate them. 

 

Chris Bowman MIFM CEnv,  Company Secretary,  Borderlines 

Crosshill Cottage 

Blackford 

Carlisle  CA6 4DU 

Tel: 01228 674519    Mob: 07714168939     Web: www.borderlines.org.uk 

 



5.  Salmon Fisheries data   -  Eden Rod Fisheries catches   –   NLO & Byelaw   –  National  C & R developments 

The need for Eden Fisheries to maintain an independent and accurate record of rod catch was born home 

during discussions with the EA over its 2015 assessment of Eden stocks and the EA/Cefas national reporting 

of its rivers “status”. 

It was clear in February 2016 that there was a considerable margin of error between the REDFA collated rod 

fisheries returns from the 2015 season of 902 salmon against the provisional EA estimates of 697 fish.       

REDFA and its 18 principal fisheries reporting in monthly/seasonal catches have reasonable confidence in 

their returns and on closer examination there appeared to be a reporting discrepancy with EA angler 

declared data. On further investigation the error was found to be nationwide and on average a 24% uplift 

was applied to the published 2015 angler rod catches. 

For the Eden however, it was agreed that the REDFA figure of 902 salmon would be reported and used with 

the rod - run size multiplier for calculating the total river spawning stock and its compliance against 

Conservation Limit egg depositions. This placed the river at 99% of Conservation Limit after two previous 

failing years.  

The significance of this becomes apparent in the range of measures that may be considered appropriate to a 

river deemed to be “At Risk” or  “Probably at Risk” and additional management actions for the River Eden as 

a SAC (Special Area of Conservation) where the Atlantic salmon is a protected species.  

During this period the Net Limitation Order & Byelaw review Steering Group met to bring forward 
recommendations for Rod & Net fisheries in the Solway, Eden & Esk.  
 REDFA represented Eden rod fisheries at these preliminary discussions which : -   
 -  commenced in October 2015 
 - were postponed in January 2016 with the announced EA 5 Point Plan for Restoration of salmon stocks  
 - resumed again in November 2016  
 - and were delayed again in December 2016 due to  proposals being considered by the EA & Angling Trust 
for adoption of  river conservation C&R guidelines based on river status, together with netting considerations.  
 
Over this timescale REDFA met and consulted with the Eden Rod Group and presented recommendations to 
the Regional Rod Fisheries Consultative – NWATFCC.  
REDFA & NWATFCC had wider discussions with national EA advisory staff concerning salmon stock 
management and with the Angling Trust in forming the proposed national C & R fishery guidelines. 
So where are we now ? 
*  The NLO & Byelaw review with public consultation will take place later this year with implementation for 
the 2018 season 
*  Existing rod limits, voluntary measures and tagging will extend through 2017 
* National guidelines for river C & R targets may be announced later this year and go out to public 
consultation. If the EA Board and Defra adopt this approach then we are likely to see river C & R targets that 
have to be met based on a rivers “stock status”. These are not individual rod angler limits. 
* In the foreseeable future the reviewed River specific Byelaws and existing national Byelaws (Spring salmon 
etc) will continue to be applied and enforced within the catchment.  
 

The 2016 season catch returns summarised below show an improved total of 1009 salmon caught and the third year 

of a resurgence in spring and summer MSW returns.  This may herald in a much longer MSW dominated cycle 

precipitated by changes in marine ecology factors and there is certainly optimism that 2017 may see this continued 

trend of stronger MSW runs as we move out from the bottom of the recent 2013-14 trough. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Eden Salmon Carcass Tagging Scheme introduced as part of Voluntary Salmon Conservation measures for 
the 2015 season and extended into 2016 has proved to be an effective tool in focusing fisheries and anglers 
attitudes towards conserving stocks. The scheme will continue on a voluntary basis for the 2017 season.  

Nigel Austin coordinates Tag supplies through our two outlets and maintains the angler registers, doing this 
on a voluntary basis – without his efforts the scheme would not have got off the ground and we now have 
two years evidence of angler led conservation codes being adopted. The pattern for both years was similar 
with approx 2,000 tags distributed amongst 350 registered anglers. 

 Some fisheries have taken a step further and now observe a full C &R code. 

For the small number of fisheries who have no rules in place to promote the Voluntary rod limits, we strongly 
recommend these are adopted. Viewable at   www.edenfishing.co.uk 

 
6. REDFA /Eden  2017  events   
March 12th      -  Eden Bird Count 
Spring  -  presentation to REDFA by the EA on Water Quality sampling and waterbody monitoring – date tbc  
April ?  – CAA & J & Norris sponsored Salmon Casting demonstaration/tuition – venue and date tbc 
Summer  -  Visit to UU Swindale Beck abstraction to Haweswate, weir, screening & fish counter – date tbc 
June/July         -  Junior Angling events – dates to be confirmed 
August 12th & 13th  -  Lowther Show & Fishing Island 
November 5th   -  Eden Bird Count 
 
REDFA 2017 Meeting dates  
January 17th     -  GPC 
February 9th   -  AGM 
April 11th        -  GPC & Election of Officers 
July 18th           -  GPC 
October 17th   -  GPC          Agenda, Minutes and notes of the above are viewable at   www.edenfishing.co.uk 

River Eden declared salmon rod catches with catch & release rates (%) 
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2013    JAN        FEB MAR      APRIL       MAY       JUNE JULY AUG SEPT OCT TOTAL C & R C & R  

Rockcliffe → Warwick  1  (1) 4  (4) 16 (16) 15 (15) 28 (28) 22 (9) 9  (3) 130 (51) 177 (99) 66 (39) 468 (265) 57% 

Warwick → Armathwaite    3  (3) 17 (17) 25 (25) 7  (7) 2  (2) 10 (6) 24 (22) 3  (2) 91 (74) 81% 

upstream of Armathwaite     2  (2) 9  (9) 6  (6) 1  (1) 14 (13) 33 (33) 37 (37) 102 (102) 100% 
Total rod Fishery returns 1  (1) 4  (4) 19 (19) 34 (34) 62 (62) 35 (22) 12 (6) 154  (71) 234 (144) 106 (78) 661 (441) 67% 

EA angler rod returns  4  (3) 19 (19) 33 (33) 58 (57) 30 (18) 31 (16) 120 (48) 230 (156) 107 (92) 634 (443) 70% 

Eden & Esk Haaf returns      46 192 299 42  579   

 
2014 

             

Rockcliffe → Warwick  1  (1)  5  (5) 7  (7) 9  (9) 20 (16) 12 (7) 142 (94) 58 (44) 68 (51) 322 (234) 73% 

Warwick → Armathwaite    7  (7) 5  (5) 6  (4) 2  (1) 7  (5) 10 (9) 22 (22) 59 (53) 90% 

upstream of Armathwaite    1  (1) 5  (5) 5  (5) 4  (4) 16 (15) 26 (26) 22 (21) 46 (46) 125 (123) 98% 
Total rod Fishery  returns 1  (1)   6  (6) 19 (19) 19 (19) 30 (24) 30 (23) 175 (125) 90 (74) 136 (119) 506 (410) 81% 

EA angler rod returns   5  (5) 22 (22) 19 (19) 28 (17) 22 (16) 143 (91) 75 (55) 135 (128) 451 (355) 79% 

Eden & Esk Haaf returns      58 60 65 20  203   

 
2015 

             

Rockcliffe → Warwick    19 (19) 24 (24) 58 (58) 47 (39) 92 (72) 139 (97) 88 (79) 55 (50)          522 (438) 84% 

Warwick → Armathwaite   16 (16) 30 (30) 71 (71) 20 (17) 9  (7) 47 (44) 10 (9) 6  (6) 209 (200) 96% 

upstream of Armathwaite   1  (1) 5  (5) 14 (14) 36 (36) 27 (26) 4  (4) 37 (35) 19 (18) 28 (28) 171 (167) 98% 
Total rod Fishery returns   1  (1) 40 (40) 68 (68) 165 (165) 94 (82) 105 (83) 223 (176) 117 (106) 89 (84) 902 (805) 89% 

EA angler rod returns           697  Data    error 

Eden & Esk Haaf returns      48 (23) 72 (29) 92 (8) 29 (2)  241 (62) 26% 

 
2016 

             

Rockcliffe → Warwick   4  (4) 8  (8) 18  (18) 81  (81) 122 (106) 133 (104) 103  (87) 125 (107) 102  (90) 696 605  87% 

Warwick → Armathwaite   16  (16) 24  (24) 22  (22) 10  (10) 48  (38) 16  (12) 22  (20) 10  (7) 168 149 89% 

upstream of Armathwaite    2  (2) 5  (5) 7  (7) 8  (7) 25  (19) 27  (24) 34  (31) 37  (36) 145 131 90% 

Total rod Fishery  returns   4  (4) 26  (26) 47  (47) 110 (110) 140 (123) 206 (161) 146 (123) 181 (158) 149 (133) 1009 885 88% 

EA angler rod returns              

Eden & Esk Haaf returns              

Eden rod fisheries catch summaries   2013  -  2014  -  2015  -  2016  (REDFA collated  –  individual fisheries returns not illustrated) 



20.11.16   

Eden Catchment Bird Count - conditions  
Dry overnight frost – snow on fells 
Middle Eden running 2-3ft extra 
Eamont at winter levels 

    

 

Map ref Map boundaries Goosander Cormorant Merganser Heron Kingfisher 
Eden  1 - 5  Old Sandsfield to Grinsdale 86 49 1 9 3 
    "      6 - 10 Grinsadale to M6 Bridge 153 10 

       "    11 - 15 M6 Bridge to Warwick Bridge 21 29 
 

5 1 
    "    16 - 19 Warwick Bridge to Brocklewath 18 16 

 
5 2 

    "    20 - 25 Brocklewath to Armathwaite 14 13 
 

5 
     "    26 - 30  Armathwaite to Lazonby 11 11 

 
10 2 

    "    31 - 35 Lazonby to Langwathby 23 24 5 7 1 
    "    36 - 41 Langwathby to Lyvennet confluence 19 145 

 
9 3 

    "    42 - 46   Lyvennet confluence to Appleby bridge  20 18 3 1 1 
    "    47 - 51   Appleby to Warcop 

 
4 

 
2 

     "    52 - 56 Warcop to Kirkby Stephen 1 3 
 

4 
 

 

                                               EDEN mainstem totals 366 322 9 57 13 
Caldew  1 - 5 Caldewfoot to Dalston 1 4 

 
3 

       "       6 - 10 Dalston to Caldew Beck  
           "     11 - 20 Caldew to Mosedale 
     Irthing  1 & 2 BAA Middle & Upper Irthing waters 

     Gelt        1 BAA Middle Gelt waters 
        "          2   "       Upper     "         " 
     Eamont   1 PAA Lower waters - Whinfell to Eamont Bridge 

   
2 

       "         2   "      Upper      "        - Eamont Bridge to Pooley Bridge 3 
 

1 5 
 Lowther  1 PAA Lower waters - Brougham to Helton 

   
3 

        "        2   "      Upper      "        - Helton to Shap 
     

 
                                                   Main Tributary totals 4 4 1 13   

Whins Pond 
 

15 25 
   

 

20.11.16   mapped catchment totals 385 351 10 70 13 

 
20.03.16          "               "            " 326 324 12 21 5 

 
08.11.15          "               "             " 290 304 5 48 4 

 
15.03.15          "               "             " 364 107   37 2 

 

30.11.14          "               "             "         435 218 12 67 11 

 
16.03.14           "               "             "             331 195 15 20 3 

 
07.03.2004           "                     "                 "  285 86 4 59 10 

 

2016 Predation Report and Eden 
Area Licence 

REDFA and its Fisheries Licensees 
are now into the third year of the 
Natural England/Angling Trust 
pilot scheme and have grown our 
coverage in this last year with two 
additional beats on the lower 
Eden.  
The managed waters extends from 
Rockcliffe to Warcop with approx 
70% of this Eden mainstem under 
licence. 
Much of the river is lightly fished 
and migrating Cormorants and 
Goosander which gather in “out of 
fishing season” periods can go 
about their business unhindered. 
 
Our presence on Eden waters  to 
disturb these visitors is the most 
effective deterrent we have and 
when birds roost and congregate 
in numbers we are able to direct 
our efforts accordingly. 
 
Later this spring we hope to take  
some extra measures to help 
shepherd migrating smolts 
through a number of lower Eden 
pinch points  where they are 
particularly vulnerable. 
 
Our thanks again to Richard 
Bamforth – Fisheries catchment 
adviser for the Angling Trust in 
supporting our work 
 

 



7.  River Eden Fisheries Plan and Monitoring Report updates (REDFA Deputy Chair) 

 2016 has been an exceptionally busy year in the lives of those of us doing our best on behalf of the Members 
of REDFA. After three years of detailed deliberations between REDFA, ERT, EA, and NE, the Eden Fisheries 
Plan was launched in April 2016. The 2015 Eden Monitoring Report was finally released in December 2016. 
We continue to work for the removal of the Weir at Great Corby, and there have been many other issues to 
address such as: The United Utilities Drought proposals for Ullswater, Mass trespass on the Eden, Pollution 
incidents, Fish stock assessments, the upcoming Net Limitation Order negotiations, Conservation limits in the 
Eden, and a proposed hydro-electric scheme on the Caldew just to name a few.  

A brief resume’ of the main issues is as follows;  

*  Eden Fisheries Plan. This is a joint action plan launched in April 2016, supported by REDFA, ERT, EA, and NE. 
it can be viewed on the REDFA website www.edenfishing.co.uk. Against a background of declining Salmon 
and Sea Trout numbers since 2004 the Eden is firmly at risk of failing conservation targets. The Fisheries Plan 
seeks to address many of the issues involved, and is the first of its’ kind in the United Kingdom, being a plan 
worked up and promoted by local people, many of whom are volunteers, living and working in the Eden 
catchment. The plan is a starting point, which hopefully will evolve with time. It is a major challenge to fund 
it, REDFA has no core funding, and the ERT seeks to raise funds wherever it can and through initiatives such 
as Dinner/Auctions. EA and NE, being Government Agencies are having their funding cut, and when 
challenged, the Government response is that all that needs to be done to preserve Salmon is already being 
done! Thanks are due to Dan Brazier of ERT who co-ordinated the submissions of all the participants involved 
in producing the plan itself.  

*  River Eden 2015 Monitoring Report. This first report was issued in December 2016, and is again a co-
operation between the same partners as the Fisheries Plan. It seeks to set out in detail the monitoring of the 
many issues relating to the fishery in the River Eden Catchment, and was again co-ordinated by Daniel 
Brazier of ERT. Each partner contributes to the report, and the REDFA section deals with;  

1)The production of annual independent Rod caught Salmon returns, and catch and release figures. Salmon 
catch records go back to the mid 1900s.  

2) Proposes, agrees and reports on a voluntary catch and release code for all Rod fisheries for both Salmon 
and Sea Trout. The aim is 90% catch and release while the River is “At risk”  

3)Introduced and administers a carcass tagging scheme to reinforce the annual voluntary catch limits.  

4)Co-ordinates, records and administers the Control licences for Cormorants and Goosanders.  

This report, the first ever produced, will hopefully from now on be an annual event, and feedback is invited on 
this first issue, so we can improve the report as we move on. It does go into considerable detail on many 
issues, and the aim is to give a good robust picture of what is happening in the Eden Catchment. Again 
available on the REDFA website     www.edenfishing.co.uk 

 

*  Corby Weir. REDFA has for several years now advocated the removal of this Weir which is a significant 
barrier to upstream and downstream migration of fish. In addition the associated fish counter is suspect. 
There have been several meetings of a technical working group to consider and recommend an alternative 
site for the EA flood warning equipment. Their fall back option is for the present Crump Weir structure at 
Corby to be lowered significantly to  

http://www.edenfishing.co.uk/


improve species migration. The failure of the fish counting facilities is also up for resolution. Peter Kerr, who 
was in charge of building the original Weir, but is now independent, is advising Rod fisheries on the 
Hydrology detail for the alternative facilities. A final meeting is scheduled for 7th February 2017 to hear the 
final recommendation, after which we hope to have a positive outcome.  

*  Fish Stocks  - REDFA is much involved with other NW England rivers in challenging the methods of Salmon 
stock assessments and stock management. Knowing accurately the details of smolts out to sea, and adult 
breeders back to spawn is fundamental to Conservation policies and to issues such as the Net Limitation 
Order negotiations. The present systems of assessments are considered unreliable.  

* Hatcheries - We visited the privately financed and operated Fish hatchery on the River Cree in SW Scotland. 
Results from this operation are now becoming known, and there is now a clear body of practical evidence 
which shows that properly operated Hatcheries can have a beneficial effect on Salmon populations in failing 
rivers. We will continue to interrogate the modern opinion that all hatcheries are bad news.  

*  Hydro Electric Scheme, Buckabank, Dalston. A planning application and a water extraction Licence 
application have been made for a small hydro-electric scheme in a Weir at Buckabank, Dalston, on the 
Caldew. This proposal in an SSSI, and SAC River is considered inappropriate and misguided by REDFA who 
have objected strongly to the planning application which is to go before the Carlisle City Planning Committee 
in March 2017.   

All these items are examples of some of the work done by the REDFA team on behalf of the fishery interests 
in the EDEN.                                                                                                                                                   

Adrian Brown February 2017.  

     

8.   Eden Rivers Trust 2016 Report 

 
Overview 
2016 saw Eden Rivers Trust turn 20 years of age, the charity has grown and developed massively 
since its early inception to the organisation it is today. 

 
In spite of the various challenges thrown at Eden Rivers Trust, the environment and the sector in 
general, we have delivered an impressive portfolio of diverse projects and have been developing new 
business partnerships that we hope will yield great benefits to the river in years to come. 

 
2016 has seen many changes that will influence Eden Rivers Trust and the Eden Valley long into the 
future. With short term uncertainty caused by the December 2015 floods and the advent of Brexit, we 
have had to adapt and be flexible with our programmes of work to rise to the challenges and 
opportunities that have presented themselves. 

 
Internally there have also been changes. We were sad to see the departure of our longest standing 
Director, Simon Johnson to pastures new, but to meet the challenges of the environment we now 
operate in, we welcome joint Directors, Jo Spencer (Strategic Director) and Will Cleasby (Operations 
Director). 
We currently operate with a staff of 14 (broadly split into Conservation led by Will Cleasby and 
Communities led by Jo Spencer) plus five apprentices as of the end of 2016. 

 
We welcomed new board members in 2016 bringing expertise in soil management, policy and 
governance, and culture and heritage, complementing our current trustees’ skills and knowledge. 
This takes our number of trustees to ten. 



Connecting with our communities 
We have developed and significantly expanded the scope of our community engagement work in 2016. 
The team have pushed the boundaries in terms of innovation, with some breath-taking ideas that have 
inspired and engaged people from all walks of life. 
From shadow puppets to build-a-boat family fun activities, wood-working to story trails, 
environmental education has been taken way beyond the traditional classroom visit. 
Outreach work has been concentrated on working with flood-affected communities. Highlights 
included Marble Run: River (Carlisle) and felting workshops run as part of the Inside Out felt 
Sculpture Trail (Appleby). 

These two projects have directly engaged over 1000 people with the river in a completely new and 
innovative way. 

 

           
 

                                                    

Paul Greaves and Susie Grainger  with volunteers 
below Appleby Treatment Works – source of thousands 

of plastic media that carried away in the floods 

 

Paul again with volunteers taking a lunch break 
at a River Colby site tree project 

 



 
People power 
Our volunteer programme has been stronger than ever in 2016 with volunteers expanding their activities 
and reach, working with flood-affected communities, carrying out river clean-ups and helping repair 
damage to our projects, as well as tree planting, general tree management and surveying. Volunteers 
also helped to develop an app to aid survey work. 

 
We continue to hold a monthly volunteer days, delivering practical tasks to improve the river. Over 550 
volunteers gave a total of 2,169 hours in 2016. Corporate volunteering is a growth area and we worked 
with organisations such as Kier Highways and the Co-op in 2016 to deliver practical days for their staff. 

 

Bringing rivers to the classroom 

Our schools programme in 2016 has been reviewed and in 2017 will be more focused around the 
communities where we are delivering conservation work. 
With this in mind, we have been developing projects with Crosby Ravensworth and Morland School 
amongst others, close to where we have been doing river restoration work. We have embraced 
technology with the development of online GIS resources aimed at secondary school geography 
students. 
 
Nurturing the next generation 
Apprentice Eden, ably led by Susie, came of age in 2016. In the aftermath of the floods, the young 
team showed maturity beyond their years to help flood affected communities during their recovery 
process. The team continues to support the delivery of practical conservation projects and have also 
helped many other organisations, including neighbouring rivers trusts, fishing clubs and other 
conservation bodies. 
 
Shouting out about Eden Rivers Trust 
In the information age, communication is king and is central to raising awareness, promoting 
advocacy and driving participation. Our strategy is to increase the reach of the trust with our target 
audiences … and beyond. 
Digital media has been a real focus of our communications work with startling results. Our social media 
presence has jumped with over 3000 people following our Twitter feed, keeping up to date with our 
day to day activities. 
Increasingly as our work becomes more complex, we require fresh ways to communicate in a simple 
way. Using techniques such as gifs and short YouTube videos are an ideal way to explain our work and 
conservation concepts. 
We take a strategic approach to communicating the benefits of our work and carrying out engagement 
activities, with specific marketing strategies and activity plans in place for each of our work areas, all 
helping to achieve overall trust business and marketing objectives. 
Look out for new developments in 2017 such as our segmented e-newsletters. 

 
Saving Eden’s Salmon 
The tragic decline in the Eden’s Salmon run is not news to many that love the Eden, neither is this a 
problem that is unique to the Eden. However, in the face of government cut backs and shrinking public 
sector resource, it has become clear that local third sector organisations have an important role to 
play. 
Eden Rivers Trust believes that in order to effect real change in the prospects for wild Atlantic Salmon, 
more people need to aware of the plight of the species, demand change, and get involved in ways to 
improve rivers. 
In November we held a charity auction to raise money towards our conservation efforts, 
with over £40,000 raised on the night. 



This is just the first step in our campaign to help save Eden’s Salmon, look out for more in 2017.  
 

Restoring rivers and habitats 
Our ethos has always been about restoring and improving the river and its habitats. 
Our aim is to develop projects with partner organisations where there are the most benefits to be 
gained, these being primarily: to improve salmonid habitat and migration, reduce flood risk and build 
resilience to pollution. 
River Restoration in the Eden has developed from a pilot project on the Leith and Lyvennet to a large, 
multi-million pound, multi-partner programme. 
Last year, we focused on removing two weirs on the Caldew and Eamont systems as part of a 
wider scheme of works to remove six weirs in total. 
A large floodplain reconnection project commenced on the river Eamont and plans continue to be 
developed for further projects in 2017. 

 
We are very grateful for the ongoing support from our major funders, the Environment Agency and 
Natural England, as well as the land and riparian owners on these stretches for committing to these 
complex and ambitious projects. 
Natural flood risk management (NFM) has become a ‘buzz’ phrase in the media. For Eden Rivers Trust, 
this simply means restoring naturally-functioning habitats across the landscape, be that rivers, wetlands 
or woodlands. 
We have been developing NFM projects with key partners such as Environment Agency and Cumbria 
County Council that will not only mitigate against flooding, but also provide ecological improvements 
to our rivers. 
At the heart of these projects is our work with flood affected communities to help them understand the 
role NFM can play. To this end we have worked with communities in Glenridding and Patterdale, 
Cumrew, Gamblesby and Stockdalewath to develop this fledgling work area. 

 

Working with landowners and agencies to improve water quality and land use management 
Our engagement with the farming community has progressed further in 2016. We now have two Natural 
England Countryside Facilitation Funds focused in the Petteril, Leith and Lowther catchments. Up to 40 
farm businesses covering nearly 10,000 ha are involved. 
The aim of these schemes is to help facilitate farmers to deliver landscape- scale changes that will 
bring positive benefits to habitat, water quality and reduce downstream flood risk. 
Eden Rivers Trust continues to engage with United Utilities on catchment- based issues and we are 
developing projects to both improve raw water quality by reducing nitrate and phosphate inputs to 
water courses in targeted areas of the Eden. 

 
The state of Eden’s fish 
During 2016 we undertook Electrofishing surveys on the Petteril, Leith and Helm. In line with many 
other rivers it appears that there has been a slight decline in salmonid fry numbers on the majority of 
sites we have surveyed. There could be many reasons for this finding, not least that 2016 was a dry 
year and there will have been some displacement of fry from riffles into deeper areas that were not 
part of the survey. We aim to produce a more detailed review as part of our commitment to the  
Eden Annual monitoring Report. 
We also undertook Electrofishing surveys at the three Demonstration Test Catchment sub-
catchments on the Morland Beck, the Dacre Beck and Pow Beck. 
As part of our long-term river restoration strategy, we are keen to build and develop the evidence to 
support and show how effective river restoration can be for ecology. As part of this, we placed a smolt 
trap on the River Leith. The trap caught 109 Brown Trout and 23 Salmon. We are very grateful to the 
volunteers from various angling clubs for helping us develop this project. 

 



2016 also saw the launch of the Eden Annual Monitoring Report. This was identified as a specific action 
within the Eden Fisheries Plan and is the first time that all monitoring data undertaken by various 
organisations on the Eden can be accessed in one place. 
This is a big step forward as it allows us to identify any gaps in knowledge and then target 
available/potential resources to fill them. 
For more details of this report or to see a copy please contact REDFA (River Eden and District 
Fisheries Association) or Eden Rivers Trust. 

 

Looking Ahead 

2016 has been quite a year – for everybody! In an uncertain future, we will remain focused on delivering 
high-quality projects that deliver real benefits for people and wildlife – if we keep doing this our rivers 
and communities will thrive. Partnership is key to our success and we are grateful to the help of all 
partners, old and new. 
Our catchment partnerships are strong in the areas of community engagement, river restoration, land 
management and fisheries improvement but we will need to be flexible and adapt to the ever-
changing political and financial climate. 
By exploiting new opportunities (such as NFM) and building upon the successes of the last 20 years, 
together we will make the Eden a better place for people and wildlife. 

 

William Cleasby,  Operations Director ERT 

 
ERT volunteer Groups and activities  
ERT runs and continues to build its programmes of community volunteer activities as part of the wider 
improvements being targeted through the Save Eden Coalition aims & Cherish Eden projects. 
REDFA is a member of the Coalition partners supporting this work. 
 
Anglers are more closely associated with the Riverfly Partnership monitoring of invertebrates and Electro-
fishing Surveys carried out in the catchment but can play an important part in the other group activities. 
More volunteers are welcome and needed, Paul Greaves who coordinate this work can be reached  on   tel  
01768 866788  or via the website register 
http://trust.edenriverstrust.org.uk/get-your-feet-wet.html 
 
*  Electro-fishing surveys – Upper catchment surveys to monitor fry & parr populations      
* Riverfly Invertebrate Monitoring - training and equipment given to monitor selected sites 
* Invasives studies and treatments – Himalayan Balsam, Japanese Knotweed, Hogweed etc 
* Crayfish Surveys 
* Tree planting 
* Riverside clearing of debris etc  
 
 
      
 
                        
                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://trust.edenriverstrust.org.uk/get-your-feet-wet.html


                   REDFA Membership 2015 -2016 
19  Riparian Members                                   7  Club Memberships  

Harrison &  Arter (Grinsdale & Beaumont)        ( 14 individual affiliated Members ) 

James Carr  (Holmegate & Crosby)               Appleby Angling Association 

Church Commissioners (c/o Agents H&H)       ( Steve & Irene Dawson ) 

Charles Ecroyd  (Low House)                        Brampton Angling Association 

      Tim Fetherstonhaugh (The College)                ( John Harper & Bill Candeland )  

      John Garnett ( Park Broom)                          Carlisle Angling Association 

      Ian Gregg  (Life M)                                          ( Nigel Austin & Colin Pilmer ) 

     Victor Gubbins  (Eden Lacy)                    Kirkby Stephen & District Angling Association 

     John Harris (Brackenburgh )                            ( Irene Downing & Colin Edney ) 

     Jane Hodgson ( King Garth)                          Penrith Angling Association 

     Low House Sporting                                        ( Jamie Birley & Andrew Dixon ) 

     Nick Marriner   (Warwick Hall)                       Prince Albert Angling Society 

     Giles Mounsey - Heysham  (Castletown)       ( Andrew Strickland & John Kirby) 

     Ken PallIster  (Haggwood)                            Yorkshire Fly Fishers Club 

     Jane Pollock  ( Winderwath Estate)               ( Adrian Sharpe & Nigel Madden )       

     Mike Sandison                                                     3  REDFA Officers 

     MylesThompson (Nunwick Hall)              ( Paul Davidson, Adrian Brown, Mike Ashwin ) 

     David  & Serena Williams-Ellis   ( Garden of Eden & Lazonby Estate)     

60  -  Individual Members  
 

W. Addison                          Tom Dias  (dec)                      R. Mather          

Tim Bacon                            Irene Downing                       M. Metcalfe                     

Marion Baldwin                    John Dumont                         Bob Milne     

Ron Baldwin                         Matt Eastham                       Clive Mitchelhill 

Dave Bateman                     Gordon Evans                       G. Naylor 

Jamie Birley                         G.P Ewings                            J. Naylor                                                           

Ian Bedson (Trust)               Glyn Freeman                        Nicholson                                        

A. Bell                                  Ian Gregg (Life M)                 Neil Parkinson        

W. Blake &Son                    Mike Grimes                          Mr & Mrs S.U. Perry 

Chris Bowman                    James Gubbins                      Jane Pollock  

Bob Bradney  (Life M)         Nico Gubbins                         Ross 

Sandy Bradney                   Victor Gubbins                       Alan Sephton 

Tony Britton (Life M)           Warwick Ivill                           Adrian Sharpe 

 Adrian Brown                     Geoff Johnston                      P. Stevens                                                  

Ian Bullough                        Simon Kaye                          Mark Strong 

M & H Calvert                     Alec Kelly                              Edwin Tailford 

 Dr J.E. Carty                      Nick Lloyd                             D. Thompson- Schwab               

 G.D. Cawley                      J.A Liddiard                            Harold Tonge (Life M)                                                                      

 Raymond Clark                 James MacLaren                   Ian Whitfield (Life M)     

Terry Cousin                       Nigel Madden                        Dr P.F.M Wrigley 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RIVER EDEN & DISTRICT FISHERIES ASSOCIATION  - Membership Application & Payment  

New members are welcome to join  –  please complete the subscription form and return by 

post to :- 

Mr Mike Ashwin, Secretary REDFA,  The Barn, Skirwith, Penrith, Cumbria  CA101RH 

The subscription rates are set out below are for the 2016-17 season and the annual 

renewal date for membership is the 1st November   

Member Name………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Address……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………Postcode……………………………………. 

Email address……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
Instructions to your bank to pay by Direct Debit :-  Please pay the Subscription and/or 

donation for the sum of ……………………………………………….   £………………….  to 

RIVER EDEN & DISTRICT FISHERIES ASSOCIATION, 
HSBC Bank PLC, PO Box 5, 29 English Street, Carlisle, Cumbria  CA3 8JW  

Sort Code  40-16-22      Account No  71414658 

Name & Address of Member Bank details  

To:-  The Manager,  …………………………………………………………………………Bank/Building Society 

Address …………………….…………………………………………………………………………………………………   

…………………………………………………………………………………………Postcode…………………………… 

Name (s) of Account Holders ………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Sort Code …………………………………….   Account No ………………………………………………………… 

Signature ………………………………………………………….  Date ………………………………… 

The first payment being made immediately, and on first day of November in every 
Year until further notice from me in writing, and debit the amount/s paid to my account. 
 
Alternatively by cheque to :-   River Eden & District Fisheries Association 
 
         
 REDFA 2015-16 subscription rates :- 

 Riparian Owners  - Scale  A               £250.00 
     -    “       B               £150.00 
     -     “      C               £100.00 

       •    Individual                                                £10.00 

 Clubs with salmon, sea trout & trout waters         £5.00 per full time member 

 Clubs with trout & occasional migratory species  £3.00   “      “     “           “ 
 Associated commercial activity         £  by donation 


