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1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

2012 has been another busy year and I thank the officers and GPC members for all their work 

and support. Mike Ashwin in particular has played an increasingly important role in our activities 

and he became Deputy Chair early in the year. 

i) Eden Fisheries Plan (EFP) 

Progress on the development of EFP was made at the Workshops in March and November. 

Discussion also took place with EA about its scope and funding. Several presentations were 

made to Angling Clubs. 

Most of the work to protect and improve fisheries is already being progressed by ERT. But EFP 

will focus on additional important areas. 

We have a further Workshop on 9th March. The programme for this appears later in this report. 

The attendance at the last Workshop in November was disappointing. We need to have full 

support and involvement from all fishery interests across the whole river and find new and 

better ways of engaging with all parties concerned with improving our fisheries. This will be a 

high priority for REDFA in 2013. 

I cannot emphasise strongly enough how important the EFP is. It will define a large part of 

REDFA’s role and help to keep fisheries at the heart of Eden agenda. 

ii) Angling Trust 

AT continues to make progress as the single body representing angling/fishing interests at 

national level in key areas such as hydro power, water abstraction, fish eating birds and fish 

passage. 

Progress is also now being made at a regional level. 

iii) REDFA Objectives for  2012 were: 

 Increased membership and more active participation 

 Working within the national structure provided 

 Working in partnerships to develop a fisheries plan for the catchment 

We made progress in each of these and they remain our objectives for 2013. In addition REDFA 

must develop more effective ways of engaging with and involving anglers and fishery interests. 

We will explore opportunities, including a better website and modern IT media methods 

I hope you enjoy yourself on the Eden in 2013. That is REDFA’s overriding priority. 

        Ian Gregg 
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EDEN FISHERIES PLAN 

Eden Rivers Trust and REDFA 

Saturday 9th March 2013 

Scotby Village Hall 

 

  Chairman: James Carr 

9.30 am Coffee  

10.00 am 

10.15 am 

Progress so far 

ERT 2012 Report (including short film) 

Ian Gregg 

Simon Johnson 

10.45 am Corby Weir – Options 

Fish Counter – Can it work? 

Mike Ashwin 

EA 

11.15 am Coffee  

11.30 am Caldew – what is happening to salmon stocks? 

Plan of Action 

EA 

 

12.30 noon Discussion  

1.00 pm Lunch  

1.45pm                     Trout – Key Actions                                                                Gareth Pedley 

2.15 pm Discussion Simon Johnson 

 Are we missing anything from EFP?  

3.00 pm Concluding remarks Ian Gregg 

3.15 pm Finish  
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2 DEPUTY CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

i) Corby Weir Investigations 

The concerns expressed by many fishery interests at the Scotby and Newbiggin workshops has 

led to a Technical Group comprising EA/ERT/REDFA to review the purpose, impact and critical 

elements of the weir. In parallel with this the EA has funded an independent consultant to 

investigate and report back to the group with recommendations and preferred options as a first 

step in the process of agreeing a way forward. 

 

REDFA`s position has been made clear at the outset by the accompanying Statement which 

levels serious concerns about the structure as a significant barrier to fish passage. The accuracy 

and recording of fish at this site is also being examined and scrutinised closely. 

 

The first Group meeting was held on 14th Jan and we intend to report on progress at the March 

Workshop. 

ii) Trends and Tracking of fish Populations 

It is becoming more and more apparent that we have very little reliable data on which to assess 

the health of resident and migratory fish populations – Trout, Salmon and Sea Trout being the 

important fished for species. Many of our lower river fisheries have reported worrying catch 

returns for our main grilse and autumn runs of Salmon over the last 2/3 seasons with sightings of 

fish and redds noticeably down. The Caldew has fallen below its conservation limit in this short 

period and investigations are underway to identify probable causes and the measures needed to 

restore stocks. 

 

Work is underway to capture better information from various sources, historic and ongoing and 

we will ask anglers and clubs to support these efforts. We will match this with other important 

databases (EA stats and reports, ERT juvenile surveys etc) to begin to build up a clearer picture 

of our fisheries and what measures and actions need to be taken. 

 

The Salmon graphs of Eden Rod catches 1990-2011, and rod catches from NW Rivers with similar 

catchments illustrate recent trends.  

 

 

iii) Energy Technologies and New Developments 

 

Until recently the Eden has been left relatively unscathed by “new” energy developments, the 

exception being the extensive Robin Rigg wind turbine farm out at sea in the approaches to the 

Solway which are situated on migratory routes. Hydro power and more recently Fracking 

(exploitation of underground shale gas deposits) are known threats and the Lancashire rivers of 

the Ribble and Lune are fighting a constant battle with applications to limit these developments. 
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Here on the Eden the Bongate Weir Hydro scheme at Appleby was withdrawn after objections 

from REDFA (John Pape) amongst others. A recent funded project – Renewable Energy Potential 

for Parishes in East Cumbria (through Heart of Eden) to identify other potential sites concluded 

that there are a further 9 parishes/villages with sites of interest. REDFA monitors applications 

made to the EA for abstraction licences which require a 28 day notification window for raising 

objections. Of concern is that no agreement has been reached between Angling/River Trusts and 

Hydro Developers consultees on minimum acceptable flows  to the long awaited but incomplete 

DEFRA Hydro Good Practise Guidelines. 

 

Fracking developments have the potential to contaminate underground water sources and all UK 

operations were suspended in 2012 after seismic events. Operations have now resumed with 

closer EA licence monitoring at Caudrilla`s operations near Blackpool. Greenpark Energy Ltd a 

local business held licences for exploration drilling in the Longtown area but were acquired by 

Dart Energy an Australian global energy exploitation business in Dec 2011 and rebranded as Dart 

Europe. This is a development which REDFA must be vigilant about as they currently hold 17 

onshore exploration licences. 

 

iv) Bailifing 

 

EA fisheries staff resources to deter and counter poaching has been reviewed and slimmed 

down as a result of cutbacks across the regions during 2012. The reporting lines  for poaching 

incidents have also been redrawn with the Police (101) number being the contact for serious 

incidents through to the Police National Incident Reporting System which should be responded 

to by Police Wildlife Officers or on the beat Officers. Less serious incidents are to be handled 

locally by club officials. For the Eden Barry Parker remains the EA Enforcement Lead Officer. 

A well attended training day for club bailiffs and officials took place at EA offices in Sept and 

clubs are currently assessing their own arrangements and bailiff cover in the light of these 

changes. REDFA guidelines for dealing with incidents have been drawn up and circulated and the 

message is that there will have to be much better joint cooperation between clubs and officers 

in the future to provide an effective deterrent.  Overall poaching incidents were fewer in 2012 

due to the constant high water conditions. 

 

v) Consultation Responses   

 

REDFA responded to a number of important consultations this year affecting our waters and 

fisheries. For water resources, flows and quality REDFA made recommendations regarding the 

UU`s 5 year reviews to its AMP (Asset Management Plan) proposals for capital spend 

improvements to our water supplies and also the UU Drought Plan dealing with measures to 

alleviate and minimise impacts to our reservoirs and watercourses from these more frequent 

climatic events. These responses can be viewed on the REDFA website. 

Our response to the DEFRA triennial review of the EA and NE is to be submitted by 4th Feb. 

 

Mike Ashwin   
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A Position Statement by REDFA re the EA investigation of Corby Weir  

 

 

The primary purpose of Corby Weir was to provide river flow and depth measurement data 

for flood risk assessment. We seek clear evidence that these functions and its original 

intended purpose are a necessary and critical component of current and future flood 

monitoring strategy. 

 

The secondary function of the weir as set out in the final agreement with Riparian and 

Fishery interests was to provide accurate count data on fish movements. 

However the counter is unable to differentiate between fish species and is therefore of 

questionable value in accurately identifying and recording salmon movements. In this 

respect it fails to meet the spirit and purpose of the framework agreement between parties 

and more recent wider WFD objectives. 

 

The design and construction of the Corby Weir is a barrier to the free movement of fish 

(both up and downstream) and obstructs important species during vital migration periods. 

The immediate consequence being greater susceptibility to predation, stress and disease, 

with longer term impacts on wild stock recruitment. This is not confined to the diadramous 

species, but also interferes with Eden`s important resident fish stocks, many of which are 

also Annex ll species and part of the SAC designation. 

 

The considerable obstruction to flows created by Corby Weir impounds the river upstream 

degrading large areas of valuable habitat. This impounded reach poses a significant obstacle 

to downstream sediment transport, creating numerous additional impacts on the river 

system. All these factors put the weir at odds with Eden`s SAC designation and WFD 

aspirations. 

 

Our view is that complete removal of the weir should be investigated as the primary option. 

Any alternative constitutes a poor compromise and so should be fully justified with likely 

long term impacts scrutinised closely. 
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3 Secretary’s Report 

This year has been one of considerable activity in our efforts to continue the work of protecting and 

enhancing the Eden Fishery 

 It is very pleasing to report a continuing improvement in the spring run of salmon, and numerous 

20lb plus fish and a couple of plus 30lb.  There has been some very good Trouting also, and let us 

hope this trend will continue.  The one very worrying aspect is the absolute crash of the Caldew 

salmon.  Many of us enjoyed seeing lots of fish at Holmehead, and their efforts on the weir tried 

many a photographer’s skill.   This year I have seen ten fish there, and not the hundreds of the past.  

Water as usual has had a remarkable part to play in the past season, a slight lack of it early in the 

season, then, from mid season onwards our river and its tributaries barely cleared down to summer 

levels again.  Huge waters, fish very much on the move and not many stopping to say hello to the 

Carlisle members, we are not discouraged by this, but optimistically expect that the fish which ran to 

the headwaters will have an excellent spawning on clean gravels.  

The G P C members have given their time and talents to the usual range of meetings, and have 

organized and ran two public events, where anyone interested could attend and contribute to the 

developing fisheries management plan. The main objective is to give all species in our Eden system 

the best habitat in which to live and proliferate. It is very early in its development, but, given the 

serious consideration and help from all anglers it will become of great benefit in the future.    We are 

very grateful for the excellent work of the ERT, and of the officers of all the associated fisheries in 

REDFA 

 The season is almost with us, so tight lines and enjoyable fishing to everyone. 

Tony  Britton 

 

 

 

4 Treasurer’s  Report 

I am pleased to report a small surplus as per the accounts below.  Generally income levels are 

meeting expenditure and I will give more details at the AGM. 

 

Mike Harrison 
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      Year 
  

2011-2012 
 

2010-2011 

      Income 
     

      Riparian Owners 
 

£424.00 
 

£286.00 

Clubs 
  

£392.00 
 

£392.00 

Members 
  

£464.00 
 

£422.00 

Environment Agency 
 

£300.00 
  

 
(paid to us in error) 

   Donations 
  

£384.92 
 

£325.00 

Raffle (at A.G.M.) 
 

£68.00 
  TOTAL: 

  
£2,032.92 

 
£1,425.00 

      

      

      Expenditure 
    

      Honorarium (Secretary) 
 

£350.00 
 

£350.00 

Honorarium (Treasurer) 
 

£300.00 
 

£325.00 

Stationary/Postage 
 

£95.13 
 

£22.07 

Angling Trust 
   

£50.00 

A.G.M 
  

£146.00 
 

£190.00 

Raffle 
    

£40.00 

Eden Rivers Trust (Room hire) £100.00 
 

£200.00 

Webpage Management 
 

£200.00 
 

£200.00 

NWFCC 
  

£40.00 
  Cup engraving 

 
£21.95 

  Trout Summit 
 

£250.00 
  Salmon Summit (Scotby) £98.00 
  Retirement gift £50.00 
  Enviroment Agency (cheque 

repayment) £300.00 
  Other 

     

      TOTAL: 
  

£1,951.08 
 

£1,377.07 

      

      Surplus 
  

£81.84 
 

£47.93 

      Bank Balance as at 31/10/12        £838.43 
  

      Cumberland Building Society account currently has a balance of £14,752.65 

      This money came from the Bedson legacy and is set aside for major emergencies 
or opportunities. It has been credited with £400.68 interest this year. 
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Angling Reports 

 

Brampton Angling Association 

The fishing in 2012 season got off to a slow start due mainly to the cold weather along with the 
strong winds. Unfortunately, weather conditions did not improve much throughout the summer and 
the rivers were either in flood or running high. While this did not help some of us, it helped those 
who fish on the Gelt - especially the upper reaches, where good catches were reported. A fish of  2lb 
7oz was caught in the Gelt by a member who reported it in the Total Fly Fishing magazine.  
 
The poor summer had a bearing on permit sales which were down slightly on the previous season.    
                          
The willows that we planted on the Burtholme stretch seem to be taking a good hold and hopefully 
this will help prevent the bank erosion we suffer from on this stretch. The number of otters that  
have been seen on the river seems to be on the increase - hopefully a confirmation of improving 
water. The predation on the river by fish-eating birds, including cormorants and goosanders, 
continues to be of concern. 

  
As reported in the past, anglers access to the water is still being hindered by the Himalayan Balsam, 
so I am asking all anglers entering affected areas to pull out as many plants as they can as they make 
their way to the water. The best way of dealing with this plant is to uproot it before it flowers. 
 
Anglers’ catch returns continue to be a source of concern. While there is a small increase in the 
number of returns and the information contained in them is interesting and very helpful, the fact 
remains that only a minority of our members bother to make a return. Angling clubs are increasingly 
being asked for catch returns, not only by land owners but insurance companies, in cases of water 
pollution accident claims. 

 
 From the returns, the size of fish holds up well. Grayling also seem to be on the increase. It also 
seems that both chub and dace are making a small comeback. 
 
 A lot of kick- sampling has been carried out this season and has shown prolific invertebrate life, not 
only in the main rivers, but also in some of the small feeder streams.  
 
 Paul Proctor from the Trout and Salmon magazine paid a flying visit to the Irthing on what was a 
beautiful autumn day. He spent the day fishing for grayling between Ruleholme and the Old Church. 
He managed to catch quite a few but none much over 1/2lb. His article is to appear in the January 
edition of Trout and Salmon. 
                            
As for the biggest fish caught this season - this remains a mystery as no one weighed in fish for either 
senior or junior cups. 
 
 Finally, some welcome news taking into account the difficult economic times. With some prudent 
housekeeping, we will be keeping the subscriptions at the present level for the 2013 season. 
                             
 John Harper ( Chairman BAA ) 
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Carlisle Angling Association 
 
The 2012 early Spring Salmon fishing got off to a good start with a CAA member catching the first 
Salmon on the Eden. This was the start of a good early spring on the river for the Salmon anglers 
that turned out, with some excellent sized fish being taken. The Summer Salmon season suffered the 
same as 2011, with its unsettled high water continuing for the rest of the Season. Many anglers have 
reported a shortage of fish in the river and the catch records certainly back that up. One consolation 
with the high waters is that fish that have entered the river have had plenty of opportunity to reach 
the spawning areas. 
 
The Sea Trout fishing was almost non-existent this year on CAA waters of the Eden with the high 
water making fly fishing for them almost impossible. One good omen is that some very good catches 
were reported from the Esk.   
With regard to the Brown Trout season there were some very good hatches of fly in the early part of 
the season, with fish being taken in a very good condition, when the river was fishable. 
A mention on the demise of the Caldew would not go amiss, from 1500 down to 83. 
 
Tight lines 
 
David Altham  

 
 

Carlisle and District Coarse Angling Club 2012 
 
The Carlisle and District Coarse Angling Club continues to go from strength to strength since 
purchasing Crofton Lake in 2009. The lake is a popular venue for both match and pleasure anglers 
alike and club membership continues to grow. It was with this in mind that the club enlarged and 
improved their car parking facilities at the lake. The club have also continued with environmental 
improvements at Crofton improving woodland management, wildlife habitats, paths and bridges 
around the lake as well as controlling rhododendron bushes growing on the main island. A whole 
range of wildlife visits the lake from kingfishers to otters and this year has seen the return of three 
swans. In February Dobbies Garden Centre very kindly donated bird boxes, wild bird food, native 
species of wild flowers and fruit trees as well spades and equipment to the Club. These will be used 
at Crofton Lake as part of the club’s ongoing commitment to improve the lake and land surrounding 
the lake for both angling and wildlife. The club are very grateful for Dobbies assistance. The Club’s 
social inclusion policy wants to ensure the whole community and not just anglers benefit from using 
the Lake. The Club continues to work with Borderlines to get more young people not only 
participating in angling but also respecting the environment. The club’s education centre 
complements this work and provides a useful retreat when the weather turns nasty. 
 
As for some of 2012’s angling highlights the clubs junior squad fished in two very closely contested 
matches against a Wigton Youth Station squad, one match held during the summer and one in the 
Autumn, with CADCAC winning both matches. Many thanks to CADCAC’s John Brookes and 
Borderlines for organising the matches.  
 
In August Tony Harrison won the final match of the six match Crofton Sunday league. with 29lb 2oz 
of bream caught on the waggler. Tony’s win took his points total to 227 points and saw him become 
this season’s league champion. 
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September saw Pete Armstrong win the final Float-Only event at Crofton Lake with a superb net of 
skimmers for 25lb 9ozs but it wasn't enough to stop Tony Harrison winning the series overall by 11 
points. Tony was fourth on the day with 9lb 15oz to add to his two wins and a second in three of the 
previous four matches. He collected the £70 of vouchers from event sponsor Geoff Wilson Tackle of 
Carlisle.  
 
The final match of the Crofton Winter League series saw Keswick’s Bob Youdale win with 5lb 9oz of 
little roach caught using a single maggot fished under a waggler float. In seventh place on the day 
was Tony Harrison with 1lb 13oz. The points earned from this result were enough to see Tony 
crowned as the overall winner of the Crofton Winter League, completing his double of winning both 
the Crofton Summer and Winter league titles. 
 
Since the decline of chub and dace stocks on the river Eden the club has not fished many matches on 
the river although some of its members do still enjoy bait fishing for Eden grayling.  CADCAC junior 
member Thomas Beck aged 11 landed a 2lb 8oz grayling during a trip to the Carlisle Angling 
Association stretch of the river Eden this winter. Although no dace have been reported from the 
river this year members have reported a few chub in the 4 to 6oz class. 
 
 

Independent Fishery at Great Ormside, Nr. Appleby. 

As seems to be the pattern over recent years the Trout anglers booked early in the season, and it 
proved to be the best way, as from July onwards the river was up and down each couple of days, 
that  anglers virtually gave up trying to find a settled period. 

Early results were very good in that most fishermen grassed a good trout or two each visit. 

One gentleman that I taught landed a 4 ½ lb Wild Brown Trout in the first few minutes of his fishing 
lessons. I hastened to advise him that he mustn’t expect that to be the norm and it was more likely 
that throughout his fishing career ahead of him he was unlikely to repeat that size of Wild Brownie. 
He did quite well during the rest of the course catching a few more up to about a pound.  

Overall the early fisherman caught the bulk of the fish, to about late June, then results petered off 
with the bad weather. 

Fly life has much improved again during last season and I saw fairly good hatches of BWO during the 
lower water levels . Are the effects of sheep dips etc, starting to wane and pollution being more 
controlled?  Lets hope so. 

It has been difficult to see the Salmon on the Redds at Great Ormside this autumn due to the higher 
coloured waters, but lets hope they’ve got on with their job and replenished the next few years 
stock, after what has been a disastrous year for most Salmon fishermen on the Eden. 

How strange it is that only a few years ago we were crying out for water in the Eden and now its just 
flood after flood after flood! 

Tight Lines and Good Luck for this coming season. 

John Pape. www.edenflyfishers.talktalk.net  E Mail: jpangler@btinternet.com 

 

http://www.edenflyfishers.talktalk.net/
mailto:jpangler@btinternet.com
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Kirkby Stephen & District AA 
 
Despite the weather and the recession, 2012 didn’t have that much of an effect on KS&DAA.  The 
fish were still there to be caught if you were in the right place at the right time.  Although a spell 
towards the end of the season made it difficult to catch anything off the surface and weighted 
nymphs were the order of the day for a while.  However, one member managed to pick a day to be 
on the river when everything happened on the surface the gent in question made the most of it with 
several 2lb plus trout in one session. 
As usual, we lost one or two members (some blaming the cost of fuel as the reason for dropping out) 
but even allowing for the weather day ticket sales were good again.  However, it seems that visitors 
were choosing their days carefully after checking river levels, weather forecasts and our web cam.  
Based on catch returns and river reports, most people enjoyed some degree of success. 
The regular spates of last year also made a lot of changes to the upper river and consequently fish 
were to be found in in newly created lies.  The trick (as far as I’m concerned at least) is to be flexible 
and try the odd speculative cast or just watch in places that you’ve walked passed without stopping 
in the past.  It definitely paid dividends for me. 
Let’s just hope for a ’normal’ summer in 2013. 
 
John  Garner 
 
 
 
Penrith Angling Association 

 
The 2012 fishing season can easily be summed up with one word……WET. There has never been so 
many days throughout a season where the main rivers were found to be in flood and consequently 
resulting in many stretches being either very challenging or on occasions unfishable. Accordingly, 
there were limited opportunities to fish those sultry summer evenings we all long for to enjoy that 
classic evening rise. It was either too cold, windy or raining and on some evenings all of these 
unfavourable conditions were encountered. These weather conditions hindered the ability of 
spinners of the up-winged flies to swarm in sufficient numbers, which is essential for this order of 
insects to mate before returning to the water to lay their eggs, and with any luck fall onto the 
surface to generate a feeding frenzy from the trout.  
 
However, there ‘were’ times when the fishing was incredible, and many members regularly reported 
notable catches, particularly throughout the early half of the season. On many occasions I was 
informed of fish caught and released in the region of 2lb to 3lb+ in weight, with one or two topping 
the 4lb mark. I also received many comments from members and visitors in these early months of 
the season regarding the vast numbers of duns that were observed on the water for long periods. 
This phenomenon was due to the low temperatures delaying the ability of these insects to fly from 
the water and therefore the emerging duns built- up in numbers not often seen. This presented 
anglers with some memorable sport with the dry-fly.   
 
Encouraging reports from members also indicated catching good numbers of trout on stretches that 
in recent years have been regarded as holding low fish populations. We all know what a river 
requires for good sustainable stocks, but when we compare this season to the last three or four, 
there is nothing obvious to explain this increase in the fish population. It could be argued that the 
number of fish has not changed and it was simply the regular number of times we found a touch of 
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colour in the water this season making it that bit easier for the average angler to be successful. It is 
all too noticeable throughout times of drought when the rivers are low and clear, that the fishing can 
be considerably more difficult and hence lower numbers of fish caught; although this season I have 
counted respectable numbers of fish in some pools I have not seen for a long time.   
 
We are aware that in general the fly life is increasing, some species may not yet be what they once 
were, but some species are certainly more abundant than they have been in recent years.  We also 
know that water quality is gradually improving and we don’t see blanket weed choking the river bed 
as we did in the late eighties and early nighties. However, there are still many problems to rectify - 
albeit some are irreversible, problems such as over abstraction, and the over drainage of land use, 
the latter having an influence on the regular flash flooding frequently seen these days. Apart from 
causing damage to the riverbanks, constant flash flooding also has a severe impact on the survival of 
the invertebrates, particularly some species such as the Blue winged olive where silted waters  is 
thought to prevent adhesion of the eggs. Spawning grounds can be damaged and when heavily silted 
waters exist for long periods the very survival of fish can be threatened. Many of the trout that I 
accidently caught when out salmon and grayling fishing in early October, had the appearance of fish 
that had just endured a hard winter. Some were so thin I wondered whether they could survive the 
coming winter and certainly felt some of these fish did not have enough energy reserves required for 
spawning.  
 
It seems amazing that for all the damage done by man, particularly over the last century, that there 
are any flies or fish left in our rivers at all. Thanks to the likes of the Rivers Trusts and other national 
organisations fighting for our sport, there is at least some hope for the future. 
 
Andrew  Dixon 
 
 
YORKSHIRE FLY FISHERS 
 
The 2012 salmon season as a whole showed again an improvement on the previous couple of years 
with fair numbers of fish in the river from the start. And the size of the fish was a lot better than we 
have seen for a good few years. Ten fish of over 20lbs where landed, the best being 25lbs to Jeff 
Cowburns rod. Also worth mentioning in dispatches was the brace of fish both over 20lbs to David 
Gaunts rod landed in a “mucky broon wata”. 
 
For number of spring fish landed in a single day, John Appleton’s four will take some beating on any 
river. And he stopped fishing early as he said it was getting embarrassing. The man’s mad! 
But not as disturbed as Adrian Sharpe who waded the Doctors Flatt at 1ft 11in TWICE to get a pair of 
fish in the high teens of pounds. I have saved the Email from him with the foggy photo’s from a wet 
phone and the description of “moon walking” down the pool, hooking up to a fish, followed by a 
swim, followed by trying to light a drowned fag with shaking hands. And then he got back in and did 
it again! 
 
The thing that most of us will remember about this season will be the number of days we have lost 
due to high water. In total 78 days where unfishable, which is almost double our previous worst 
total. Also of note was the lack of an autumn run. The lower beats on the river that normally do very 
well at any height in the backend really struggled. Let’s hope it’s a one off eh. All that makes our 
total of 137 fish (135 on fly) look pretty good. 
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Trouting again showed a slight betterment with the best of the sport in the first half of the season. 
It was really good to see the first hatches of March Browns that I have seen in many years. Grannom, 
all the Olives and the like where pretty stable. We even had a bit of a May Fly hatch going on at Eden 
Brows for a while. 
 
I think we made the best of a very wet year and a disappointing last six weeks. 
See you all in 2013. All the best. 
 
Mike Grimes 
 
 
Upper Eden Report 
 
First of all I would like to thank all members for the welcome I have received to the club and hope  
you all enjoyed your season. 
 
 The salmon season got underway and Tony Graham got us off the mark on the 1st march with a 20lb  
fish at Armathwaite, then another on the 3rd for David Haigh 16lb weir pool then we had an unreal hot  
spell which left the river as low as I have seen it at this time of year, No more fish recorded until Easter 
 monday. April was a wet month with the river up and down like a yo yo. May started off the same 
 as April had ended wet and with a few fish about and the Eden out of sorts. Peter Jones had our first 
 fish off the Eamont a nice 10lb hen from pillar pool May 12th, the end of the month ended in blazing  
hot conditions. June was yet another wet month and we recorded 21 fish for the month, July  
continued wet and only on a couple of occasions was I able to see the gauge at Langwathby bridge under a foot.  
By the end of July we were up to 55 fish. August was again unsettled and just 12 fish for the month.  
September started wet but when conditions allowed there was some good sport to be had and 44 fish  
were recorded. The first week of October was unreal with rivers off their gauges 3 times in a week, the last  
week of the season was a good one with a short settled spell and with a few fish about we recorded 36.  

 
  151 salmon caught,   79 cocks,   72 hens,   60 on spinning,   91 to fly 
  Average size 10.5lbs,   20 taken,   Biggest fish 22lbs  
 
 

The trout season started very well with trout rising from early morning and the hot spell gave us some 
brilliant hatches of fly. I can remember one day in April where Fred Caunce was fishing the viaduct  
stretch and he could not make out his own fly out on the surface as there was so many naturals. With  
the river very unsettled from June onwards it was difficult to pick a good day.  Dr Tom Charles had a  
couple of trout weighting  3lb4oz and 2lb 9oz from Crackenthorpe on jubilee weekend, and so it  
continued, high waters and cool evenings with some big trout being caught on salmon flies towards the 
 end of the season. I heard of one over 5lb at Doc Elams on the last day of the trout season.  
 Kingfishers seen on most of the beats, and my quota of cormorants met.  32 mink dispatched. 
 
Tight lines for 2013  
 
Mark Strong 
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Borderlines  
 
Borderlines have continued a long term engagement programme with hard to reach young people in 
Wigton. Based at Wigton Youth Station the project provides weekly sessions throughout the year, 
building both knowledge and anticipation towards regular monthly and school holiday fishing trips 
providing the 'hook' that will take young people away from negative behaviour. Enabling them to get 
a 'buzz' from positive activity, whilst experiencing a sense of success and accomplishment that could 
be part of those initial steps away from crime. By introducing young people to lots of different forms 
of fishing that can be taken up locally, on a variety of waters, by providing coaching sessions to 
develop skills, regular competitions, trips away as well as broadening experiences and keeping them 
challenged we increase the chances of those young people finding that 'hook'. 20 young people have 
took part in the sessions last year. The sessions build not just practical fishing skills but social skills, 
improving self confidence, listening skills, team working skills and mutual respect. Participants are 
steered away from anti social behaviour and given a sense of achievement and self worth. As well as 
learning to care about the environment and respect the needs of others e.g. not leaving litter and 
behaving properly in the countryside. Thus having a positive effect and benefit upon the whole 
community.  
 
During February and March the children at Greystoke School took part in a series of four classroom 
sessions and two field trips that took them from the water cycle to both fly and bait fishing on the 
lakes at Greystoke Castle. 
During April we worked with the Carlisle Youth Offending team introducing young people under ISSP 
orders to coarse fishing at Crofton Lake. 
Over the past four years Borderlines has been a partner in the highly successful Fishing for 
Knowledge project which it has delivered to schools across Dumfries and Galloway. But there have 
been a number of other very successful environmental education projects in the region, which have 
been based around water habitats and education. Previous project partners felt that the joint 
delivery of the Fishing for Knowledge project with other existing projects, creating more complete 
water based learning experience would take water environmental education to another level, 
delivering multiple benefits, sharing costs, and would be hugely beneficial to all. The main aim of the 
Wonderful World of Water is to do just that, amalgamating already successful project experiences in 
this subject to deliver maximum benefit and combine costs where possible. We have trialled this in 
the Galloway and South Ayrshire Biosphere this year by delivering a series of after school 
experiences. This being done by a partnership of the following organizations:- 
 

Borderlines  
Galloway Fisheries Trust GFT)  
Ayrshire Rivers Trust (ART)  
Nith Catchment Fisheries Trust (NCFT)  
Dumfries and Galloway Council Rangers Service  
East Ayrshire Council Rangers Service  
South Ayrshire Rangers Service, (delivered through National Trust Scotland Rangers)  
With SEPA CMI providing Project Support 

 
This ‘Wonderful World of Water’, is based on the same principles of interactive learning to gain 
interest, but with a broader education remit, incorporating other interactive experiences linked to 
the water ecology and the importance of protecting that environment.   The project aims to give 
young people the opportunity to get the most enjoyment from their local rivers or ponds, to benefit 
themselves and the environment, and to have the opportunity to take up a new outdoor activity 
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(one of those being fishing), as well as being encouraged/directed to other outdoor related activities 
in the area which they may like to become involved in.  
 
The project fits well with the objectives of the Galloway and Ayrshire Biosphere Reserve, in 
improving participant’s appreciation of their local environment, encouraging a healthy outdoor 
lifestyle, potentially promoting the local angling economy and improving community and social 
interaction (and in some circumstances improving social behaviour) within the natural environment 
and with others.  
 
As well as delivering Wonderful World of Water classroom and fishing sessions to schools in Girvan, 
Kirkowan, New Cumnock and St Mungos Primary Schools during the Spring term, Borderlines 
company secretary and  instructor Chris Bowman delivered a talk about the Fishing for Knowledge 
project and the Wonderful World of Water at “Learning from Experience”, a Conference for 
Sustainable Development Education in Galloway and Southern Ayrshire UNESCO Biosphere. Held in 
September the conference brought together teaching staff and environmental practitioners to 
identify the opportunities that the new UNESCO Biosphere designation offered for Sustainable 
Development Education and Curriculum for Excellence in South West Scotland, and the benefits this 
could bring to the region. To share and learn from existing experiences of good practice in Outdoor 
Learning already taking place within SW Scotland and further afield.  
 
Borderlines also spent two days at the end of May/beginning of June working with the Nith 
Catchment Fishery Trust introducing pupils from Maxwelltown and Wallace Hall School’s to fly 
fishing and the freshwater environment at Drum Loch.Pupils from Burgh by Sands Primary School 
also took part in a pond dipping session with Borderlines in June. 
 
In July we worked with Impact Housing running two successful family fishing days at Mossbay 
Reservoir at Salterbeck, Workington. We also ran the Carlisle Angling Association Junior Anglers day 
on the banks of the river Eden in Carlisle. Approaching 60 young people between the ages of 3 and 
16 took part in the free, fun day out for those interested in taking up fishing. But it wasn’t just about 
catching fish. Rotating around four activities during the day with a break for a free lunch, youngsters 
learned about safety at the waters edge, the wealth of plants, invertebrates, fish and wildlife that a 
clean healthy river system can support. They tried their hand at identifying some of those 
invertebrates. They also tried their hand at fly tying learning how to tie a fly, they learned how to fly 
cast and took part in a fly casting competition. They also tried their hand at bait fishing and Reuben 
Williams aged 9 landed one of two trout of 1½lb caught during the morning session.  The Carlisle 
Angling Association are to be congratulated for laying on the event as are their committee and 
members, the Eden Rivers Trust and Borderlines who worked hard to make the day a success. 
Although a dinner time deluge put pay to any picnics on the grass this year, it did not dampen spirits 
and it was nice to see so many youngsters and their parents enjoying the river in Rickerby Park 
together.  
 
This summer Borderlines had a presence at 3 local shows. The West Cumbrian Game Fair, the 
Galloway Country Fair and played a major part; assisted by Penrith Angling Association, Carlisle 
Angling Association, REDFA and ERT, in resurrecting the Fishing Island at Lowther Show. 
 
In August working with the Eden Youth Partnership a group of 7 young people enjoyed an 
afternoon’s introduction to trout fishing on the river Eden at Warwick Hall. We also continued 
working with Carleton Hill Fishery running four introduction to coarse angling day’s at the fishery 
during the school Summer Holidays. 
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During August and September funded by the Environment Agency we provided a series of classroom 
sessions and field trips introducing children from Langholm Primary School, Langholm Playcare 
Group and Langolm Cubs to angling and the environment on the River Esk with a total of 129 
children taking part. 
 
In a project funded by the Co-op during October and November working with Carlisle Youth Zone 
Borderlines introduced youngsters to angling and the environment during a series of 6 sessions in 
the Youth Zone and on the river Eden and during November and December this work continued with 
Petteril Bank Youth Club in Carlisle. 
Borderlines would like to thank the Carlisle Angling Association, the Carlisle and District Coarse 
Angling Club, Carleton Hill Fishery, Nick Marriner, James Carr and all the other clubs and fishery 
owners within the Eden catchment and beyond who have allowed us free use of their waters to 
introduce the young and those who may be disadvantage in some way to angling and the 
environment in 2013. We would also like to thank the tackle dealers and individual anglers who have 
donated items of tackle, angling books and magazines for youngsters, without their assistance we 
could not achieve half as much as we do. 
 
Thank you all once again. 
Chris Bowman MIFM CEnv 
 
 
ERT REPORT 
 
2012 was another extremely busy, challenging but successful year for ERT. 
 
We are working on a range of innovative, cost effective and high impact projects which, as ever, aim 
to improve the overall condition of the catchment.  
 
We are working very closely with the farming community in several areas of the catchment including 
the Petteril, Dacre Beck, Pow Beck, Morland Beck, Trout Beck, Leith, Lyvennet and Hoff and Helm 
Becks. Works typically involve separating dirty and clean water in farm yards to avoid the pollution 
of local watercourses. We also provide comprehensive farm conservation advice to address issues 
like manure, soil and fertilizer management. We work closely with each farm business and in most 
cases the farms contribute at least 50% of the investment required to improve infrastructure. The 
remain funding is sourced either through dedicated project funds held by the Trust or by working 
with other organisations such as Catchment Sensitive Farming. This work in the headwaters is of 
prime importance if we are to build long-term and sustainable improvements to salmonid fisheries. 
It’s all about creating the best conditions we can for trout and salmon to spawn and grow on as fry 
before migrating to the sea as salmon or sea trout smolts, or as in the case of trout move into the 
main river system. (ERT Contact Will Cleasby) 
 
We are also about to commence a project funded by Natural England to provide sustainable habitats 
advice to land managers and farmers on the Caldew. The Eden River Restoration Strategy and 
Adaptive Landuse for Flood Alleviation Project are progressing well with several large and 
challenging demonstration projects being developed. (ERT Contacts Gareth Pedley / Lucy Butler) 
 
We are supporting REDFA with the development of the Eden Fisheries Plan, which is a unique 
opportunity for fisheries interests on Eden to take a greater role in helping to set the agenda on this 
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important salmon and trout river. The seminars held thus far have been fascinating and several 
world class salmonid scientists have provided the latest insights into the world of fisheries 
management. Dr Nigel Milner is providing technical assistance on Salmon and the Wild Trout Trust 
on brown / sea trout. We are incredibly lucky to be working with such respected authorities in 
fisheries management and science. (ERT Contact: Simon Johnson) 
 
Our work on invasive species has been nothing short of astounding. With a small resource we have 
worked with over 260 volunteers and 33 events at several locations around the Eden catchment. 
This has equated to over 1200 hours of volunteer effort resulting in over 15 miles of cleared river 
bank and lake shore. Fishing interests are reminded to adopt the Check Clean Dry approach to bio-
security. A recent trip to Germany demonstrated to frightening effect the impact that invasive 
species can have on a river. Over 70% of the biomass of the Rhine is now accounted for by the Killer 
Shrimp. We all have a duty to ensure we are not the one that brings a ‘once-they-are-here-you-will-
never-get-rid-of-them’ invasive species into this wonderful catchment. In 2013 we will be seeking to 
establish closer working links with fishing clubs to improve bio-security measures. Closer to home 
we have just received a confirmed ID of Signal Crayfish in small tributary of the Caldew – a briefing 
to clubs will follow shortly. (ERT Contact: Paul Greaves) 
 
Our electro-fishing programme this summer was successfully completed, despite the wet weather, 
and the report will be available in the Spring. Trout were found for the first time in the easements 
which we installed on the Petteril system. We also completed a programme of barrier removals and 
fish easements on the Lyvennet (ford removal) King Water (rock ramp) Old Petteril (easement) and 
Morland Beck (x 2 easements) (ERT Contact: Rebbecca Chaffer) 
 
ERT is has been undertaking a major yearlong  Defra project to consider how a third sector 
organisations could develop a plan for the catchments that would be significantly better at engaging 
communities than previous statutory plans.  We have spent the last year considering and consulting 
on this question and developing a plan for the Eden Catchment. The Water Framework Directive 
(WFD) is driving this work, but our plan is about more than WFD alone. We call it the WFD+ principle 
which aims to improve both the ecological and social value of the river.  The plan will be available in 
Mid-February. (ERT Contact: Simon Johnson) 
 

In conclusion we have delivered an amazing array of projects and initiatives in 2012. This is all the 
more amazing when set in the context of very difficult funding climate driven in the main by the 
Governments Comprehensive Spending Review.  It should be noted that all staff at ERT are in funded 
through our externally funded project work. We receive no core funding from central government or 
any other source come to mention it!  Whilst most of our work may not have a specific fisheries 
focus, in almost 100% of cases it provides benefits to the overall condition of the river of which fish 
are an essential component.  There will always be more we could do and there are constant 
frustrations. Sometimes the problems we face can seem insurmountable. However, for the size of 
our organisation and the funding we receive we punch well above our weight and have delivered 
some tremendous achievements on many rivers and becks. The continued support (moral, 
participatory and financial!) of fisheries interests is essential if we are to continue to do all we can to 
safeguard our fishing in the here and now, and for future generations. The staff, trustees and 
volunteers at ERT are an incredibly dedicated bunch of folk who care passionately about the Eden. I 
am truly impressed, inspired and humbled by their efforts to conserve this most iconic of river 
systems and they deserve our fullest support. 
 
Simon Johnson, Director 
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EA  REPORT 
 
Salmon rod catch, 2011 
Declared salmon rod catch from the River Eden in 2011 (provisional 2012 data will not be available 
until late spring 2013) was 1,109 fish of which 655 were returned. Although this release rate is 
slightly lower than that of 2010, the difference is small (59% in 2011 against 61% in 2010) so the 
catch and release rate remains good. 
 
As can be seen from the graph below, the catches in 2011 were noticeably lower in 2011 than in the 
preceding years and there is a clear downward trend in these catches since the recent peak in 2004 
of 2,622 salmon. Although rod catches from 2012 were not available at the time of writing, 
anecdotal evidence suggests that this very worrying trend will have continued and that 2012 catches 
may be even lower than in 2011. Similar declines have been recorded elsewhere to a greater or 
lesser extent, suggesting that this decline is primarily of marine origin. This decline appears to have 
been greatest for one-sea-winter grilse, and again this appears to be true across the British Isles. 
 

 

Caldew Trap catches 

The Agency operates a fish trap on the River Caldew in the outskirts of Carlisle. This trap catches 
every ascending fish and all fish are counted and measured before being released upstream of the 
trap to continue their spawning migrations. It should be noted that no fish or their eggs are removed 
from here (or anywhere else on the Eden for that matter), nor have they ever been. 

We reported in last year’s Annual Report that trap captures in 2010 were poor for a second year in 
succession. Since then, almost two full trapping seasons have passed and the findings are even more 
alarming for this important Eden tributary. In the 2011/12 trapping season, just 236 salmon were 
caught in the trap and in 2012/13 only 84 salmon had been caught by late January, with little 
prospect of additional catches so late in the season. Like rod catches for the Eden as a whole, trap 
catches have declined since record highs of 2004, although the decline on the Caldew has clearly 
been much more severe. These are the two poorest totals recorded since the fish pass and trap were 
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opened, and therefore the two lowest estimated egg depositions for this catchment. We estimate 
that 33.6% of the Caldew’s Conservation Limit was met in 2011/12, and just 11.8% of it in 2012/13 
(on trap catches at the time of writing).  

 

 

 

This is an extremely worrying downturn in the salmon of the River Caldew. Ordinarily, salmon can be 
seen spawning throughout December even in the lower reaches of the river through Carlisle, but in 
2012 very few spawning fish were in evidence. The reasons for this decline are not clear but the 
most likely reason is a large change in sea survival. As we have reported previously, the main run of 
fish into the Caldew is late-running grilse but, as above, it is this stock component that seems to 
have suffered the greatest decline across the British Isles. Other factors may have impacted on parts 
of the catchment (e.g. dry springs impacting on smolt emigration from the upper catchment) but for 
such a major change in catches, a catchment-wide factor such as marine survival is the most likely 
factor. 

 

We intend to carry out electrofishing surveys across the catchment in 2013 to investigate juvenile 
population levels of salmon and brown trout (the latter may help highlight issues if salmon are not 
present). At the time of writing we are also investigating opportunities for trapping smolts as they 
descend to sea, with a view to possible tagging work in the future to help determine sea survival. 
However, much will depend on the feasibility of trapping on a river such as the Caldew due to both 
its size and the frequency and magnitude of spates it receives. Finally, a catchment walkover will be 
carried out to check that no new issues have emerged unnoticed in the last few years, although any 
such issues are unlikely to be significant for the catchment as a whole. 
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Corby fish counter 

Data from the fish counter on the River Eden near Wetheral is available for most of the period from 
2000 onwards, as below. Unfortunately, much of the data for 2012 has yet to be quality-assured 
because of occasional glitches with equipment and staff time constraints. These equipment issues 
were resolved in spring 2012, greatly reducing the amount of noise generated. The counter has 
continued to operate throughout the year and all data collected will be processed by early 2013. 

                                 Monthly net upstream counts from Corby fish counter 

   Net up count 

Month 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

January 41 51 142 243 267 460 536 38 343 285 157 576  

February 15 70 174 19 60 28 37 8 75 84 35 141  

March 19 44 75 153 115 197 79 57 134 143 278 119 71 

April 217 194 223 322 250 222 155 214 282 336 199 297 3 

May 411 556 680 752 744 746 652 435 442 790 556 778  

June 1417 546 534 460 566 763 556 1559 1061 1577 1387 972  

July 1140 1300 752 636 927 490 725 95 805 1563 1280 804  

August 818 586 1074 341 1419 1165 908 687 2128 1151 1079 1135  

September 1019 1275 797 952 1902 2267 2291 2614 1389 1394 3193 1540  

October 775 1408 2238 649 2887 1958 2401 1945 2822 2769 2282 871  

November 940 868 994 1613 1575 636 980 1647 845 820 756 702  

December 522 376 960 607 1518 682 196 1113 996 355 527 501  

 

Season-long net upstream counts from Corby fish counter 

 

Year 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Season year 

(Feb to Jan) 
7344 7365 8744 6771 12423 9690 9018 10717 11264 11139 12148 7831 

 

As the above tables state, these data are net upstream counts and so are a mixture of salmon, trout, 
grayling and other species including sea lamprey (for example, sea lamprey can account for some 
1,000 or more counts in early summer). Species apportionment work is required but it is hoped that 
we will be able to split these counts up into species in the future, pending a review of the fish 
counter and gauging weir structure. 

 



 

 

24 

 

Total net upstream count in 2012 was 7,831, the lowest count recorded since 2003. But again, bear 
in mind that these counts are not just salmon so changes in monthly and annual totals may reflect 
changes in abundance of one or more species, not necessarily those of salmon. 

Andy Gowans 

Additional online information 

Red vent syndrome in salmon 

Over the last six years a varying proportion of returning salmon have had swollen and / or bleeding 
vents, and this has been attributed to a small parasitic worm called Anisakis simplex. However, it is 
unclear why this is affecting fish vents. The website below contains a link to a severity guide (with 
pictures) and anglers are encouraged to report any salmon showing this condition to the Agency at 
the email address given there. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/108274.aspx 

Reports of UDN on the Spey and elsewhere 

In the spring of 2012, reports emerged of salmon from the River Spey, Scotland, having UDN 
(Ulcerative Dermal necrosis), the condition believed to be responsible for the widespread decline of 
salmon in the 1960s. Only one fish was diagnosed with this condition and there was therefore no 
evidence to suggest that this was a serious issue. Note that it naturally occurs at very low levels in 
the wild. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/static/documents/Research/UDN.pdf 

Annual assessment of salmon stocks 

The latest EA / CEFAS annual assessment of salmon stocks report (2011) is available online at the link 
below. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/33945.aspx 

 

Fisheries Byelaws 

The North West regional fisheries byelaws can be downloaded from the Agency’s website at the 
address below. 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/static/documents/Leisure/North_West_Byelaws.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/108274.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/static/documents/Research/UDN.pdf
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/library/publications/33945.aspx
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/static/documents/Leisure/North_West_Byelaws.pdf
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

  

RIVER EDEN & DISTRICT FISHERIES ASSOCIATION 

BANKERS ORDER 2010 
TO………………………………………………………….Bank PLC 

…………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………….. 

Please pay to HSBC Bank PLC, English Street, Carlisle for the credit of :- 

RIVER EDEN & DISTRICT FISHERIES ASSOCIATION. Sort code 40-16-22 

Account No. 71414658. The sum of…………..pounds ( £…….) 

The first payment being made immediately, and on first day of November in every 

Year until further notice from me in writing, and debit the amount/s paid to my account. 
Signature……………..................................................... 

 

Name & Address………………………………………. 

( CAPITALS)           .................…………………………                             

………………............................……………………….. 

                           Post Code…………………………….. 

                                MINIMUM current subscription rates :- 

 

 Individual                                           £10.00 

 Riparian Owners                                £35.00 

 Clubs with up to 50 members            £25.00 

 Clubs with 51 to 200 members          £48.00 

 Clubs with over 200 members           £100.00 

 Associated commercial activity         £  by donation 

To become an individual member of the River Eden & District Fisheries Association, simply fill in the Bankers Order 

as indicated and sent it to your Bank. Alternatively send a cheque for £10.00 to the Treasurer, Mr. M. Harrison. 

Quarry Bank. Maiden Hill, Penrith. Cumbria CA11 8SQ 

This will entitle you to vote at the A.G.M., and receive a copy of the Annual Report. 

 (  Please return this completed Bankers Order form to your own Bank ) 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


