
Richard Fairclough House, Knutsford Road, Warrington, WA4 1HT 

 

  Our Ref Eden 12 06 14 

                 Date   12 June 2014 

Dear Eden angler, 

Salmon Conservation Measures 2014 – River Eden 

The recent decline in salmon runs and catches in rivers of the North West, and 

throughout the United Kingdom has seen the River Eden fail to achieve its salmon 

conservation limit in 2013. The Eden salmon stock has fallen into what we consider 

an “At Risk” category, and we therefore must act to promote conservation measures 

at the earliest opportunity in order to work towards supporting a more sustainable 

salmon population once again, and return the stock to a favourable conservation 

status as required by the European Habitats Directive. 

At the present time we are considering how best to resource and implement new 

conservation measures, either through an early review of the existing Net Limitation 

Order and Byelaws, or through interim byelaws from 2015 to the end of the current 

restrictions in 2017. Either way, the development and application of new regulations 

can take up to 12 months, so in the interim we are seeking the adoption of concerted 

and effective voluntary conservation measures. 

With the 2014 fishing season approaching we would ask that catch and release rates 

are increased towards 90% to help protect the salmon stock and future generations 

of Eden salmon. At the present time Eden anglers are returning 69% of their catch. 

We have already implemented catch restrictions on the Solway net fishery to 

approximately halve their catches from 2013 levels and now need the rod fishery to 

apply similar restraint. We welcome the voluntary rod measures being developed 

and promoted by REDFA and we recommend that these be adopted as an absolute 

minimum standard for 2014. Additionally we would ask that salmon only be taken by 

exception this season in order to allow as many adults to spawn as possible. 

We trust you understand and support the need for concerted protection of the Eden 

salmon stock at this time. We will be in touch again soon regarding the most likely 

fisheries management solution, and would welcome your engagement through this 

process.  

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Brian Shields 
Senior Technical Specialist – Fisheries (brian.shields@environment-agency.gov.uk ) 
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