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In the 1970’s there were estimated to be around 7 million salmon in the North 
Atlantic, nowadays there are less than half of that number – near 3 million. This is not 
just an Eden, or North West, or UK issue – it is a global issue affecting Atlantic salmon 
in pretty much all countries in their natural range. 
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Not only are there less salmon nowadays, but they are also getting smaller. This graph 
presents the average length of grilse caught at the Chester fish trap on the Welsh Dee 
from 1990 to 2013. All monthly catches demonstrate a reduction in average size over 
the 24 year period. The drop from 675mm in early 90s to 625mm nowadays for 
September 1sw fish may not seem much (2”) but it is equivalent to about 1.5lbs 
difference in weight and about 800 eggs.  
Other data sources such as landed weight from commercial fisheries demonstrate a 
similar phenomenon of reducing size over even longer periods – this points to a 
gradual and continual deterioration in feeding at sea. 
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Closer to home, using the accurate counts of returning salmon to the Lune over 
recent years we can estimate how many eggs are laid by each annual run of salmon, 
and then equate that to the adult run 5 years later. On that basis, a cohort of 10,000 
eggs in the 10 years 1998 to 2007 would be expected to generate 6 adults in the next 
generation. Since 2008, a batch 10,000 eggs would on average  produce about 3 adult 
salmon in the next generation. 
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I’ve taken this quote from Ken Whelans take home message from the SALSEA 
conference in 2009. (available through the NASCO website at the following link: 
http://www.nasco.int/sas/salmonsummit.htm ) 
 
 
95% of salmon die in their first year at sea. 
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2013 Eden catch statistics. 
 
Bear in mind that the Solway net catch will include fish from the Border Esk and 
Annan as well as Eden. We crudely estimate that 2/3rds of the net catch is comprised 
of Eden salmon. 
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Rod catch statistics – at least for the period where we have greatest confidence in the 
accuracy of these – there have been previous catches as low as the last couple of 
years. However, even with the low of 2003, there was an apparent run of salmon 
after the end of the fishing season and this was reflected in other Solway rivers too. 
Despite previous low catches, stocks did still seem to be stronger than nowadays. 
So Have we been here before? – on face of catch statistics Yes, but in terms of the 
actual strength of total stocks, then No – stocks are at their weakest ever point 
nowadays. 
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As has been said before, Corby counter counts all fish and cannot reliably distinguish 
between species, so the data presented here is total runs that will include brown 
trout, sea trout and probably also sea lamprey as well as salmon. However the key 
point here is that the lowest two counts on record have been recorded in the last 2 
years. 
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And similarly for the Caldew trap. This gives an accurate count of salmon and sea 
trout as all fish have to be physically checked by EA staff. And importantly the lowest 
3 counts on record, since the population established itself in the early 1990s, were in 
the last 3 years. 
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In terms of stock assessment – this graph presents where we were 18 months ago, a 
downward trend but not failing.......... 
The red line is the conservation limit, the broken line represents each years salmon 
stock assessment and the purple line is the trend in that stock assessment. 
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And this is the 2103 stock assessment – partly exaggerated by the higher starting 
point, but undoubtedly pulled down by the poor 2013 assessment. The Eden failed its 
conservation limit by a large margin in 2013, and is predicted to be failing further in 5 
years time. 
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These graphs present the catch profile for Eden salmon in 2008 (first year of current 
regulations; total rod catch 1571) and 2013. 
In 2008 1 angler reported killing 32 salmon in the season, over 160 anglers only killed 
1 fish for the season. 
In contrast for 2013, the maximum number killed by 1 angler was 10. Most anglers 
killed nothing. 
We use statistics like these to assess where measures should be set to meaningfully 
protect salmon. 
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For example, using 2013 stats, a 1 salmon per day bag limit would have saved just 11 
fish in 2013 and a 6 fish per season bag limit would have saved only 5 salmon. So 
measures like these do not add much protection for a failing salmon stock. In contrast 
a 1 salmon per season bag limit would have saved 75 salmon. 
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Again for comparison, these graphs present the profile of salmon caught by individual 
nets in 2008 – the first year of the current byelaws – and 2013.  A small number of 
netsmen have accounted for a relatively large number of salmon in both years. 
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So in response to the Eden failing its Conservation Limit in 2013, we applied the 
following measures based on the 2013 data, for the 2014 season to reduce the 
number of salmon being legally killed by both the rod and net fisheries. 
 
We applied a 10 salmon per season bag limit to the net fishery. This measure was 
anticipated to reduce the total net catch by about 50% (based on 2013 stats) and 
reduce the catch of the 18 most active or most efficient netters. 
 
We sought improvement on the voluntary catch and release rate by the rod fishery to 
90%, that would equate to an additional 130 salmon being released by the rods. 
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The measures seem to have been complied with – at least for the nets anyway – we 
won’t have the final rod catch statistics until April 2015 to assess how well the rods 
worked towards the 90% C&R target. 
This 2014 net catch (203 salmon) is the lowest net catch on record – delivered in part 
by the catch restrictions, but also by the genuine lack of salmon this season. 
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These quotes are taken from the Atlantic Salmon Trust Ocean Silver conference that 
summarised the SALSEA findings back in 2010. 
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In summary – salmon stocks are at an all time low, not just in the Eden, but across the 
North East Atlantic countries. Action needs to be taken now by all those with an 
interest in salmon working together, and needs to address all aspects in 
combination. No one improvement will work on its own – these issues must be 
dealt with in combination. 
 
We are a number of years away from better understanding the problem of mortality 
at sea, and even then there is a real likelihood that at least some of the factors 
causing that mortality cannot be readily changed or managed.  
 
While this next phase of marine research is developed and implemented we 
absolutely must continue to focus our attention on making the freshwater 
environment as productive as it can possibly be and as quickly as we realistically 
can. 
 
This is not intended to be a doom and gloom presentation, but a “call to arms” for 
all those who want to see salmon populations surviving into the future, for the 
benefit of our own kids and grandkids, and more fundamentally for the salmon 
themselves. 
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